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stable levels of political trust 

rarely interact with institutions



the 
traditional 

explanation

civic learning opportunities

open classroom discussions

student participation

citizenship education 

builds political attitudes



a different 
mechanism

perceptions of 

fair treatment by teachers

respect

voice

interest in wellbeing



how political trust develops

FAIR TREATMENT

TRUST IN SCHOOLS

POLITICAL TRUST



when fair treatment is 
included, citizenship 

education matters less







why this matters for 
democracy?
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1. development of political 

trust begins before direct 

interactions with institution

2. fair treatment in school 

shapes political trust

3. trust in schools helps 

build political trust 
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Thank you!
Lies Maurissen

Researcher at Indiville, independent research company

Leuven, Belgium 
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