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Foreword 

Six years have passed since the Centre for Democracy Aarau moved into the Villa 
Blumenhalde. The villa is a place where we now come and go on a daily basis. We have 
conducted dozens of events and seminars in the Blumenhalde. We have received guests from 
all over the world who have shown an interest in Swiss Democracy. Among these have been 
delegations from Mongolia, from our neighbouring states including Germany, Austria and 
France, from Bulgaria, Uruguay and Argentina. A television team from the Ukraine even 
came to film a documentary about Switzerland, conducting interviews with some of us in the 
garden in the springtime. And we have of course worked here on our research projects: 
analysed and interpreted data, discussed results, gained new insights, and recorded and 
prepared these for publication. Within these walls we have experienced countless light-bulb 
moments or better ‘Eureka!’ experiences, such as when after extensive thinking about a 
question or intensive calculations of a dataset the realization sets in that one has just 
discovered something new. These are moments that give great satisfaction and which 
motivate us as researchers. 

One can think of no better place than the Villa Blumenhalde for this. It offers spaces for 
stimulating discussions. It offers spaces for events. It offers spaces to pause and reflect. And it 
offers the necessary quiet to work productively; so productively in fact that during the last 
years we have seen a significant increase in the number of externally financed research 
projects. With this the number of employees has grown, as has the demand for space. Already 
in 1848 Heinrich Zschokke, who built the villa, wrote in a letter to a friend after a gathering of 
his large family: ‘The house was almost too small!’ It was becoming too small for us as well. 
We had to resort to double or triple occupancy of working spaces and setting up extra 
workspaces in the rather dark foyers. Thanks to the well-designed extension of the Villa 
Blumenhalde, constructed in the second half of 2014, these space issues have now been 
solved. With this we now have twelve additional workspaces, as well as new windows and a 
much improved acoustics in the seminar room. We are very grateful to the owner of the 
building, the Ortsbürgergemeinde Aarau (the citizens of the municipality of Aarau) for having 
made this extension possible. Work in the Villa Blumenhalde will be even more enjoyable 
now! 

The inauguration of the extension in conjunction with an open day of the ZDA was without a 
doubt a highlight of 2014. More than 140 guests from the whole region took part in the 
celebration, listened to speeches – the guest speaker was former federal councillor Moritz 
Leuenberger – and to the presentations of research projects by the employees of the ZDA. The 
interest shown was considerable and once again showed how well-established the ZDA is 
within the local community. Both of the traditional annual ZDA events also met with a lively 
interest from the public. In March, the Aarau Democracy Days took place for the sixth time 
and were devoted to the topic ‘Democracy in the Community’. In addition to the interested 
locals, this time there were also a conspicuously large number of municipal authorities who 
came from more distant cantons – even from Zurich! The late summer event of the Friends of 
the ZDA Association at the beginning of September also met with a great deal of interest: 
prominent guests from politics and administration discussed the opportunities and risks of 
electronic voting with ZDA researcher Uwe Serdült. 

Scholarly research on the subject of Democracy is and will continue to be the main mission of 
the ZDA: this year the list of completed research projects and published results is very long. 
Of particular note, however, was the completion of the project financed by the Commission 
for Technology and Innovation (KTI), Play Swiss Lex, in the summer. Within the framework 
of this project the ZDA developed a role-play game about the process of law making at a 
federal level. In July, this innovative teaching material was tested, initially as a smaller pilot 

  3 



Annual Report ZDA 2014 

project at the Neue Kantonsschule Aarau (equivalent to a British grammar school). Then, in 
August it was implemented for the first time in the Alte Kantonsschule Aarau. A total of 250 
students took on the role of parliamentarians and simulated true to detail the debates of the 
National Council and the Council of States on formulating the hooligan law. With the launch 
of the game the research work on this project has been concluded. With the support of the 
technology transfer centre of the University of Zurich, the ZDA established a spin-off 
company, which has now taken on the distribution of the new teaching material (www.politik-
macht-gesetz.ch). Not only was the collaboration of both of the ZDA departments ADF and 
PBGD decisive, but also the support of the cantonal schools of Aarau. The project is, thus, a 
successful example for how the ZDA, with its combination of expert knowledge in different 
disciplines and connections to the local community, can use opportunities for scientifically 
innovative research and development work. 

 

 

 

Aarau, late January 2015 Daniel Kübler 
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I. ZDA-internal 

1. Organisation 

a. Partners 
With regard to the partnerships of the ZDA with the city of Aarau, Canton Aargau, University 
of Zurich (UZH) and the University of Applied Sciences and Arts North-western Switzerland, 
there have been no changes during the reporting year. 

b. Board of Partners 
The Board of Partners is composed of two delegates each per partner: 

• Regierungsrat Alex Hürzeler (Chairman, BKS, Representative Canton Aargau) 
• Dr. Katja Gentinetta (Representative Canton of Aargau) 
• Jolanda Urech (Mayor of Aarau, Representative City of Aarau) 
• Prof. Dr. Thomas Bernauer (Representative City of Aarau) 
• Prof. Dr. Otfried Jarren (Prorector Humanities and Social Sciences, Representative 

UZH) 
• Prof. Dr. Thomas Gächter (Institute of Law, Representative UZH) 
• Prof. Dr. Crispino Bergamaschi (President of the Board, Representative FHNW) 
• Prof. Dr. Hermann Forneck (Director College of Education, Representative FHNW) 
On 1 January 2014, three new members of the board of partners took up their positions. 
Jolanda Urech replaces Mayor Marcel Guignard who resigned at the end of 2013. Prorector 
Otfried Jarren now represents the UZH, replacing the former rector Andreas Fischer. Katja 
Gentinetta will be representing Canton Aargau, replacing Thomas Pfisterer. 

At the meeting on 17 March 2014 the Annual Report and Annual Accounts of 2013 were 
approved in the new reporting format. In connection with this the board and partners 
discussed the definition of the targets with regard to the third-party quota. The GM 
approvingly took note of the planned and implemented measures to sustainably establish the 
research agenda of NCCR Democracy at the ZDA. Within the framework of strategy 
development, the board was mandated to formulate a personnel strategy. In addition, a 
dialogue between the mother institutes was initiated concerning doctorate conferrals of staff 
in the PBGD/FHNW departments at the UZH. 

The second regular meeting of 03 November 2014 was held in the Aarau City Hall due to on-
going construction work in the Blumenhalde. The partners approved the 2015 budget of the 
ZDA and passed formal codes of practice for new elections/succession procedures of board 
members of the ZDA. The personnel strategy presented by the board was discussed and 
approved. Councillor A. Hürzeler was unanimously elected as chairman of the partners’ 
meeting for the 2015–16 term. The attendees unanimously elected D. Kübler for a further 
term (2015–16) as chairman of the ZDA board. 

c. Directorate 
The directorate is the operative management body of the ZDA and is composed of the heads 
of the three departments who are at the same time professors at the UZH and/or the FHNW. 
The chairmanship is held for two years by a member selected by the GM. In the reporting 
year, the configuration was as follows: 
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• Prof. Dr. Daniel Kübler, Chairman Directorate ZDA 2013–2016, Department Head 
ADF; Professor for Democracy Research and Public Governance at the UZH, Director 
of NCCR Democracy; 

• Prof. Dr. Andreas Glaser, Department Head c2d, Professor for Public Law at the UZH; 
• Prof. Dr. Béatrice Ziegler, Department Head PBGD, Professor at the FHNW and Head 

of the Centre for Citizenship and History Education. 

In 2014 the directorate convened at eight formal meetings; informal discussions took place on 
a regular basis. The key issues with which the directorate was concerned, were realising the 
2014–2017 development plan with regard to research, but also external communication 
(website/brochure), various public events (6th Aarau Democracy Days in March, the 
inauguration of the building extension in December) and the management of measures in 
connection with the construction of the extension (infrastructure renewal UKV and IT), as 
well as administrative modifications (implementation of the new personnel regulations of the 
UZH and the development of a personnel strategy). 

d. Scientific Advisory Board 
The configuration of the Scientific Advisory Board remains unchanged in the reporting year. 
The members are: 

• Prof. Dr. Giovanni Biaggini, Chair in Constitutional, Administrative and European Law, 
University of Zurich; 

• Prof. Dr. Dirk Lange, Professorship for the Didactics of Civic Education, Institute for 
Political Science, Leibnitz Universität Hannover; 

• Prof. Dr. Yannis Papadopoulos, Professeur de politique suisse et de politiques 
publiques, Institut d'études politiques et internationales, Université de Lausanne; 

• Prof. Peter Seixas, Director of the Centre for the Study of Historical Consciousness, 
Professor and Canada Research Chair in Education, Department of Curriculum and 
Pedagogy, Faculty of Education, University of British Columbia, Vancouver; 

• Prof. Dr. Dietlind Stolle, Political Science, McGill University, Montréal, Québec; 
• Prof. Dr. Bernhard Waldmann, Director of the National Centre, Institute for Federalism, 

the Faculty of Jurisprudence, University of Freiburg. 

On 8 September 2014, the ZDA advisory board met for its annual meeting at the UZH in 
Zurich-Irchel. Present were: Prof. Giovanni Biaggini as well as the members of the ZDA 
directorship. Connected via videoconference were Professors Dietlind Stolle 
(Montreal/Berlin) and Yannis Papadopoulos (Lausanne). Those members not present in 
person communicated their input and comments in writing. The topics of discussion were the 
activities and developments of the ZDA in the reporting year (research output/publications, 
cross-departmental collaboration, public relations, change of management PBGD and 
personnel strategy). The opinions and discussions were summarised in a report for the 
attention of the annual general meeting. In general, the advisory board members issued the 
ZDA with a very good testimonial, in particular with reference to the research output 
productivity of the staff, but also for its presence in the research community and in the public 
sphere. 
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2. Staff 
At the ZDA there were 58 staff members in the reporting year (as of 31.12.2014: 43) with a 
total of 2,522 full-time equivalents. 

The staff statistics, according to function and departments are as follows: 

 
As planned, both in the ADF and c2d departments the share of academic qualifying positions 
increased (PhD students). In the PBGD department, 2014 was characterised by numerous 
personnel fluctuations due to maternity leave, substitutes, and the high volume of projects. 

Figure 1: Staff number development at the ZDA 2010–2014 by departments 

 
 
  

Employment statistics ZDA 2014 *

Function ** ADF c2d PBGD Pool
Interns 0.00 0.00 41.66 0.00 41.66
Assistants without degrees 128.73 50.83 1.60 0.00 181.16
Assistants with BA 16.67 13.33 0.00 0.00 30.00
Assistants with MA/licentiate 54.58 24.17 481.97 0.00 560.72
PhD students 355.00 180.00 100.00 0.00 635.00
Post Docs 233.95 552.50 138.33 0.00 924.78
Administrative/technical staff 8.33 0.00 20.00 120.00 148.33
Total positions (in %) 797.26 820.83 783.56 120.00 2521.65
Number of staff 2014 24 14 18 2 58
Number of staff on 31.12.2014 16 12 13 2 43

* excl. directors and assistant professors democratisation
** according to UZH terminology
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Figure 2: Full-time equivalents development at the ZDA 2010–2014 according to functions 

 

General Democracy Research (ADF): 
Prof. Dr. Daniel Kübler, Prof. Dr. Daniel Bochsler 
Dr. Oliver Dlabac, Dr. Birte Gundelach, Dr. Philippe Koch, Dr. Saskia Ruth, Dr. Nenad 
Stojanovic, Dr. Rebecca Welge 
Claudia Alpiger, Karima Bousbah, Patricia Buser, Alice El-Wakil, Alexander Frind, Fionn 
Gantenbein, Anja Giudici, Miriam Hänni, Lea Heyne, Lukas Lauener, Valentina Petrovic, 
Tobias Pulver, Philippe Rochat, Andreas Rohner, Michael Strebel, Michael Surber, Thomas 
Zenger, Herbert Zihlmann, Roman Zwicky 

Completed qualifying papers: 
D. Bochsler, Competition and cooperation within and across cleavages, Habil. Phil. Fak. UZH. 
K. Hasler, Accountability in the metropolis. A media content analysis across European city regions, 
Diss. Phil. Fak. UZH. 

Ongoing qualifying papers: 
K. Bousbah, Equal participation of young citizens in established democratic systems. Putting the 
articulation of young citizens’ demands into context, Diss. Phil. Fak. UZH. 
P. Buser, School Governance und der Wandel der Laienpartizipation in der Schweiz, Diss. Phil. Fak. 
UZH. 
Z. Burkadze, Hybrid regimes and political transition, Diss. Phil. Fak. UZH 
M. Hänni, Political Representation of Ethnic Minorities: Causes and Consequences of Descriptive 
and Substantive Representation, Diss. Phil. Fak. UZH.  
L. Heyne, Critical, satisfied or alienated citizens? Conceptualizing and understanding democratic 
(dis)satisfaction, Diss. Phil. Fak. UZH 
M. Strebel, A politicized metropolis? Citizen's political attitudes and behavior in European city-
regions, Diss. Phil. Fak. UZH. 
M. Surber, Power in the Swiss metropolis, Diss. Phil. Fak. UZH. 
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A. El-Wakil, How democratic is the Swiss model of democracy? Approaching the direct democratic 
institutions from a normative political theory perspective, Diss. Phil. Fak. UZH. 
R. Zwicky, Diversität und Intersektionalität in der eidgenössischen Bundesverwaltung: zur passiven 
Repräsentation nach Geschlecht, Sprache und Nationalität, MA Phil. Fak. UZH. 

Centre for Research on Direct Democracy (c2d): 
Prof. Dr. Andreas Glaser 
Dr. Corsin Bisaz, Dr. Magdalena Forowicz, Dr. Lorenz Langer, Dr. Fernando Mendez, Dr. 
Uwe Serdült, Dr. Yanina Welp, Dr. Jonathan Wheatley 
Nicolas Aubert, Flurin Conradin, Micha Germann, Maja Harris, Alicia Portenier, Evren 
Somer, Christoph Wellig 

Completed qualifying papers: 
I. Gökhan Sen, People's Constituent Power: Sovereignty Referendums in International and 
Constitutional Law, Diss. Jur. Fak. UZH. 
B. Kuoni, Institutionelle Ausprägung und Anwendung von Institutionen der direkten Demokratie in 
den deutschen Ländern, Diss. Jur. Fak. UZH. 

Ongoing qualifying papers: 
N.Aubert, Démocratie directe dans le Canton de Vaud, Dissertation Jur. Fak. UZH. 
C. Bisaz, Rechtfertigung direktdemokratischer Entscheidung in der Schweiz. Eine Annäherung an die 
Schweizer Konzeption direkter Demokratie und die Absicherung ihrer immanenten 
Legitimationsbedingungen, Habil, Jur. Fak. UZH. 
M. Forowicz, Explaining Specificity in a Hybrid EU Legal Order, Habil, Jur. Fak. UZH. 
M. Germann, Dangerous Direct Democracy: Referendums on Self-Determination and Ethnic 
Conflict, Diss, D-GESS, ETHZ. 
L. Langer, Richterwahlen, Habil, Jur. Fak. UZH. 
E. Somer, Kantonale Volksinitiativen im Vergleich, Diss, Jur. Fak. UZH. 
A. Tornic, The Popular Complaint as Access Right of Individuals to the Constitutional Courts in the 
Successor States of the Former Yugoslavia, Diss, Jur. Fak. UZH. 
Y. Welp, Democratic innovation in Latin America: the culture of citizen participation, Habil, School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences (SHSS-HSG), Universität St. Gallen. 

Civic and History Education (PBGD): 
Prof. Dr. Béatrice Ziegler 
Dr. Philipp Marti, Dr. Monika Waldis 
Kushtrim Adili, Raffael Fischer, Maja Freiermuth, Franziska Hedinger, Maya Ketterer, 
Roxane Kübler, Alexander Lötscher, Sára Mészáros, Martin Nitsche, Ruth Probst, Bernhard 
Schär, Claudia Schneider, Janine Sobernheim, Vera Sperisen, Nicole Wälti, Patrik Zamora 

Ongoing qualifying papers: 
E. Maienfisch, Differenzierungsprozesse im (Berufs-)Bildungssystem und soziale Mobilität am 
Beispiel der ausseruniversitären Hochschulentwicklung in der Schweiz im Bereich Wirtschaft ab 1950, 
Diss. Phil. Fak. UZH. 
M. Nitsche, Beliefs von Geschichtslehrpersonen, Diss. Phil.-Hist. Unibas. 
J. Sobernheim, Analyse- und Urteilskompetenz in der Politischen Bildung, Diss. Phil. Fak. UZH. 
J. Thyroff, Historische Kompetenzen in Museen, Diss. Phil.-Hist. Unibas. 
P. Zamora, Messung von Wissen in Politischer Bildung bei Sek II-SchülerInnen, Diss. Phil. Fak. 
UZH. 
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ZDA Pool: 
Eliane Widmer (administration & finances), Adrian Ritter (public relations) 

Every year guest researchers join the ZDA team for a few weeks or months. In the reporting 
year these were: 

Zarina Burkadze: ADF/NCCR, September 2014 until August 2017, Swiss Government 
Excellence Scholarship as Ph.D. student at UZH; 
Pedro Capra: c2d, September 2014 until September 2015, Swiss Government Excellence 
Scholarship for Foreign Scholars, Brazil; 
Damir Kapidžić: ADF, May 2014, University of Sarajevo; 
Dr. Laszlo Komaromi: c2d, September 2013 until August 2014, Swiss Government 
Excellence Scholarship for Foreign Scholars, Hungary; 
Prof. Mitsuhiko Okamoto: c2d, September 2014 until September 2015, visiting professor 
Tokai University (sabbatical), Japan; 
Davor Petrić: ADF, February 2014 until June 2014, University of Sarajevo; 
Julieta Rey: c2d, July/August 2014, research residency, Universidad de Buenos Aires and 
Universidad de Avellaneda, Argentina. 

3. Team seminars 
In addition to regular internal departmental coordination and strategy meetings, at ZDA team 
seminars, research projects selected from the three departments are presented and discussed 
for the advancement of interdisciplinary collaboration. 

The first team seminar took place on 17 January 2014. Claudia Schneider reported on "die 
(Nicht-)Integration von Politischer Bildung in den LP21", Céline Antonini and Nenad 
Stojanovic presented their findings from the research and consultancy project (supported by 
the DEZA) under the title "Hope is the last to die: the Swiss (and ZDA) contribution to 
constitutional reform in Bosnia and Herzegovina". This was followed by Yanina Welp’s 
presentation of research results on the question "Recall – political weapon for bad losers or 
instrument of accountability?" 
All staff then met for the annual end of year dinner. 

At the second team seminar of 13 June 2014, Monika Waldis provided first insights into the 
research project "VisuHist – Ausprägung und Genese professioneller Kompetenz von 
Geschichtslehrpersonen". This was followed by a presentation by Corsin Bisaz and Nenad 
Stojanovic of their respective Ambizione project submissions "Bedingungen direct-
demokratischer Legitimation" and "Are voters morally allowed to discriminate against 
minority candidates and, if so, how should we measure electoral discrimination?" 

4. Cross-departmental Collaborations 
As mentioned in the foreword, the project Play Swiss Lex, financed by the Commission for 
Technology and Innovation (KTI), was completed in summer 2014. Within this framework, in 
an interdisciplinary collaboration of ADF and PBGD, a role play exercise on the federal level 
legislative process was developed. In July this innovative teaching tool was tested at the Neue 
Kantonsschule Aarau. It was then implemented at the Alte Kantonsschule Aarau in August. 
Altogether 250 students took on the role of parliamentarians for one day and simulated true to 
detail the debates of the National Council and Council of States in formulating the law on 
hooliganism. After the launch of the game, the scholarly works on this project have now been 
completed. With the support of the Technology Transfer Centre of the University of Zurich, 
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former members of staff of the ZDA and members of the ‘Friends of the ZDA’ association 
founded a spin-off venture, which has now taken on the distribution of the new teaching tool 
(www.politik-macht-gesetz.ch). 

Furthermore another cross-departmental project was initiated: ADF and c2d staff members 
are currently working on a ‘work package’ within the framework of the EU FP7 project 
bEUcitizen. The topic of the project involves different questions on the dynamics and effects 
of the European citizens’ initiative. This project will be completed in spring 2016. 

5. Facilities 
The extension of the Villa Blumenhalde took place in the second half of the year. This was 
completed on schedule in November. The ZDA now has at its disposal four new offices with 
twelve workplaces. The extension was inaugurated with an open day celebration on 
6 December. 

Parallel to the work on the extension, the renewal of the IT infrastructure was undertaken. 
This had become necessary with the move of the Pädagogischen Hochschule (College of 
Education) to the Brugg/Windisch camus. This work has since been completed. 

6. The Friends of the ZDA 
The "Friends of the ZDA" association in existence since April 2009 promotes the 
development of the ZDA and strengthens its position among the citizens, in politics and 
business. At the end of 2014 the association had almost 300 members. Uwe Serdült is a 
member of the association board and functions both as a representative and link to the ZDA. 
3–4 board meetings take place per year in the Blumenhalde. 

The annual late summer event for the members of the association took place in the auditorium 
of the Alte Kantonsschule Aarau this year due to the ongoing construction work in the Villa 
Blumenhalde. Uwe Serdült spoke on the subject of "E-Voting: Funktioniert die Demokratie 
auch elektronisch?" This was followed by a podium discussion with Balthasar Glättli 
(National Councillor of the Greens Party), Dr. Peter Grünenfelder (Staatsschreiber 
[administrative head of state chancellery] Kanton Aargau) and the speaker moderated by Dr. 
Katja Gentinetta. After the event, the members of the association were invited to the 
traditional risotto dinner. 
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II. Research 

Research Focus 1: Direct Democracy 

The Swiss National Science Foundation (SNF) has approved the research project "Die 
Umsetzung erfolgreicher Volksinitiativen in Rechtsetzung, Rechtsanwendung und 
Rechtsprechung" with a grant of CHF 387,504 for a three year period. This will provide 
funding for two doctoral candidate positions (60 percent each) and an assistant (20 percent). 

Since 2004 no fewer than nine popular initiatives were successful at federal level. Almost all 
adopted initiatives resulted in legal difficulties in their implementation. In the foreground are 
conflicts with requirements concerning international law and principles of constitutional law 
as well as a lack of clarity in how the text has been formulated. The research project studies 
the specific legal problems and develops approaches for solutions in order to improve the 
realisation of initiatives. 

Current projects 
The people's constituent power: referendums on sovereignty issues (c2d): SNF-research 
project on the role of direct democracy in the case of territorial reshaping or conflicts in the 
age of growing globalisation (Fernando Mendez). Duration: 09/2011–08/2014, extended to 
06/2015. 

Completed projects 
Recall – political weapon for bad losers or instrument of accountability? (c2d): Research 
project on the increase of recall voting in Latin America, especially at local levels in Peru and 
Ecuador (Yanina Welp, Uwe Serdült, Avina Stiftung). Duration: 2011–2014. 

New approved projects 
Die Umsetzung erfolgreicher Volksinitiativen in Rechtsetzung, Rechtsanwendung und 
Rechtsprechung (c2d): SNF (Andreas Glaser). Duration: 2014–2017. 

Unapproved projects 
Direct Democracy at a Critical Juncture: The Central and Eastern European Experience 
from a Historical Perspective (c2d): SNF project funding application (Magdalena 
Forowicz). Possible resubmission after a revision. 
Bedingungen direktdemokratischer Legitimation: Das geltende Recht im Lichte normativer 
Begründungsansätze direktdemokratischer Autorität (c2d): SNF Ambizione project (Corsin 
Bisaz). 
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Research Focus 2: Democratic Institutions in Comparison 

Entzauberte Schweizer Demokratie – die politische Schweiz im 21. Jahrhundert 
In the post-war era, the Swiss model of democracy was defined by three foundational pillars: 
by consociationalism, a pronounced federalism and liberal corporatism, that is, by a close 
collaboration of the state with organisations. Is Swiss democracy still the same in the 21st 
century? 
The ZDA launched a scholarly ‘challenge to the myth’ of Swiss democracy in the reporting 
year and in January 2014, together with the University of Zurich and NCCR Democracy, 
organised a conference with 17 scholarly contributions. The ZDA team’s focus was above all 
on the development in the consociationalism of government and the increased collaboration of 
the cantons. The research was reflected in public appearances, a round table with extensive 
public participation and media coverage. In addition, we are preparing a special edition of the 
Schweizerischen Zeitschrift für Politikwissenschaft, which is due to appear in autumn 2015. 
The editors will be Daniel Bochsler, Silja Häusermann and Regula Hänggli. 

Current projects 
Enhancing the use of modern direct democracy tools at local level through Bulgarian-Swiss 
cooperation (c2d): Partnership projects within the framework of the Bulgarian-Swiss 
Cooperation, European Institute Foundation, Sofia, Bulgaria (Uwe Serdült, Corsin Bisaz). 
Duration: 10/2013–09/2015. 

Strengthening Direct Democracy Legal Instruments through Bulgarian-Swiss partnership 
(c2d): Bulgarian-Swiss programme towards the implementation of direct democracy in 
Bulgaria, Partnership Fund (Magdalena Forowicz). Duration: 06/2014–05/2016. 
Wahlen und Abstimmungen Schweiz (ADF): commission by the Census Bureau to create a 
statistic of the cantonal elections, city elections and voting in Switzerland (Daniel Bochsler & 
Karima Bousbah). Duration: 03/2012–12/2015. 

Demokratiebarometer (ADF): NCCR Democracy research project on democracy in the 
economic crisis and democratisation processes (Daniel Bochsler and Wolfgang Merkel 
[WZB]). Duration: 10/2013–09/2017. 

Political behaviour and attitudes in times of new regionalism and mediatisation (ADF): 
NCCR research project "Challenges to Democracy in the 21st Century". (Daniel Kübler and 
F. Marcinkowski [Universität Münster]). Duration: 10/2013–09/2017. 

MIME: Mobility and Inclusion in Multilingual Europe (FP7-SSH-2013-1) (ADF): Seventh 
Framework Program (FP7) of the EU commission. Task 5.2 on the subject of "Linguistic 
Justice" conducted at the KU Leuven (Nenad Stojanovic). Duration: 03/2014–08/2018. 

Completed projects 
Democratic Transitions in West-Africa: Political Elites, Civil Society and Institutions (c2d): 
SNF research project on the development of democracy in seven West African countries 
(Andreas Auer, Jonathan Wheatley, Fernando Mendez and Augustin Loada 
[Ouagadougou]). Duration: 09/2010–11/2014. 

Bundesverwaltung und Vertretung der Sprachgemeinschaften: Analyse der 
Personalrekrutierungsprozesse und -strategien (ADF). Research cooperation with the 
Institute of Multilingualism at Fribourg University (Daniel Kübler). Duration: 01/2012–
04/2014. 
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Ethnic quotas and representation of minorities in local politics in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(ADF): Supplementary credit "Valorisation Grant" from SNF on the SCOPES research 
project on the modalities and quality of the representation of minorities in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. (Nenad Stojanovic). Duration: 01/2013–06/2014. 

The Swiss Contribution to Constitutional Reform in Bosnia and Herzegovina 2 (ADF): 
Research and advisory services project financed by the DEZA (Nenad Stojanovic). Duration: 
08/2012–09/2013, extended until 01/2014. 

Research Focus 3: Democracy and its Citizens 

Commissioned by the Department of Economic and Internal Affairs of Canton Aargau and 
the Association of Municipal Mayors, the ZDA carried out a study entitled Milizorganisation 
der Gemeindeexekutiven. Based on an evaluation of the records of communal elections since 
1970, as well as a survey on the ZDA's own account of local governments, the problems 
concerning recruitment for political functions in the municipalities of Aargau were studied 
and recommendations for change made. It became evident that overall the recruitment 
problems had increased, mainly in the smaller, more rural municipalities. Today, three 
quarters of all municipal elections are non-controversial, that is, the number of candidates 
corresponds with the number of available seats. This tendency is worrying: elections without 
a choice are poison for democracy. In order to counteract this trend, we recommend a well-
grounded discussion on the adequate remuneration for milizämter (official positions taken on 
by ‘laypersons’), more flexible remuneration models and improving the perception of the 
personal opportunities offered by such offices. But also the political parties have a duty to 
contribute to a solution for the recruitment problems. 

Current projects 
e-democracy (c2d): Research project on e-voting in Switzerland and internationally (Uwe 
Serdült). Research cooperation with Cantons AG, BS, GE, GR, SH and the Federal 
Chancellery. Duration: 01/2013–12/2016. 

Preference Matcher (c2d): Independent e-democracy subproject, creation and running of an 
online election software (Voting Advice Application) (Fernando Mendez and Jonathan 
Wheatley). 

The Role of Emotional Interactions in the Polarization of Opinions in Participation Media 
(c2d): SNF CoRe research project Prof. Frank Schweitzer, ETHZ and Uwe Serdült, ZDA. 
Runtime: 04/2013–03/2016. 

Completed projects 
School Governance und Laienpartizipation (ADF): Research project financed by SNF, 
Department I. (Daniel Kübler, Patricia Buser and Carsten Quesel [FHNW]). Duration: 
07/2011–12/2014. 
Milizorganisation der Gemeindeexekutiven (ADF): Research project financed by the 
Department of Economic and Internal Affairs of Canton Aargau. (Daniel Kübler and Oliver 
Dlabac). Duration: 12/2013-10/2014. 

¿Cómo Vamos? Quality of Life Indicators for Better Urban Governance (c2d): Avina 
Foundation  (Yanina Welp, Uwe Serdült).  Duration: 2011–2014. 
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LOCDEM: Local governments in small municipalities: local democracy and managing of 
tasks (ADF). Financed by SCIEX. (Daniel Kübler and Josef Bernard). Duration: 01/2014-
07/2014. 

New approved projects  
Political parties' attitudes towards direct democracy and digital media (c2d): Avina 
Foundation (Yanina Welp, Uwe Serdült). Duration: 2014–2017. 

Promoting or eroding democracy? Civil Society Organizations between institutions, digital 
media and the streets (c2d): Avina Foundation (Yanina Welp, Uwe Serdült). Duration: 
2014–2017. 

Unapproved projects 
Democratizing Urban Planning in Post-Soviet Ukraine (ADF): Application for a joint 
research project SCOPES to SNF (Oliver Dlabac and André Bächtiger, University Luzern). 
Duration: 36 months. 

Participatory Urban Planning in Different European Contexts (ADF): Application for a joint 
research project SCOPES to SNF (Oliver Dlabac). Duration: 24 months. 

Medien und Meinungsmacht. Digitalisierung der Medien in der direkten Demokratie, offer 
for a proposal for technology assessment study by TA-Swiss. Applicant: D. Kübler (UZH), 
F. Esser (UZH), G. Siegert (UZH). Decision to reject made in December 2014. 

Research Focus 4: Democracy and historical-political education 

Politische Bildung goes to school! In addition to the already mentioned game 
"Politik.Macht.Gesetz", further games on political education were developed in 2014, so that 
with the upcoming launch of www.politischebildung.ch it will be possible to inform about 
several games and tools of varying playing times and content. Precisely because political 
education is so inadequately represented in schools, it is important to facilitate a targeted and 
selective implementation in lessons. The learning tool "Politikzyklus" will thus be offered for 
the first time. "Ja – nein – vielleicht" a game where one can practice arguing on topics 
relevant to democracy, augmented by images from the Visual Reader Democracy, as well as 
arole play where one competes for votes, to take part in the Federal Council, and for the 
governing topics from the perspective of political parties, will continue to be offered. The new 
developments will be made public in 2015 and be made available to the schools for 
implementation. 

Current projects 
Arbeitswelten (PBGD). "Aushändeln" (deal-making), a game, will be developed as an iPad 
app for vocational schools and upper schools (secondary level I and II). The game simulates 
opportunities to participate in direct democracy and institutional advancement of consociation 
corresponding to the political system of Switzerland as a federal state. Players take on the 
opinion of political parties and gain knowledge about the political institutions and actors in 
Switzerland. (Alexander Lötscher, Raffael Fischer, Béatrice Ziegler). Duration: 09/2013–
12/2014. 
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Colonisation and Decolonisation in National History Cultures and Memory Politics in 
European Perspectives-CoDec (PBGD). The aim of the project is to study colonial pasts and 
decolonisation processes in different European states from a comparative perspective together 
with partners from Belgium, Germany, Estonia, Great Britain, Austria, Poland and 
Switzerland in order to evaluate the meaning of the colonial past for national cultures of 
history and politics of remembrance in the context of history lessons. (Béatrice Ziegler, 
Philipp Marti, Bernhard Schär, Nicole Wälti). Duration: 10/2013–09/2015. 
Deliberation im Klassenrat (PBGD). An empirical study on learning through discourse in the 
Klassenrat (class council). Discourses are deliberations on the concerns of teachers or 
students that require a collective decision. In "Deliberation in the Klassenrat" three questions 
are dealt with: (1) How are discourses carried out in the Klassenrat (class council)? (2) Can 
patterns be recognised in the discourse processes? (3) According to which principles are 
decisions made? (Alexander Lötscher, Vera Sperisen) SNF project. Duration: 09/2014–
08/2015. 

Demokratie bewegt The game "Herausforderung Demokratie" (working title) is based on the 
visual reader "Herausforderung Demokratie". The reader deals with the term and concept of 
democracy and visualises the texts with relevant picture series. The game brings images into 
focus that illustrate or represent an important issue for the concept of democracy. The choice 
of issues is based on the model of the democracy barometer, which facilitates the system and 
the references these in relation to each other. The game is being developed for the secondary 
school level I, and, with the implementation of a tablet, encourages group discussion by 
students who take on different roles. (Béatrice Ziegler, Janine Sobernheim, Patrik 
Zamora). SNF – NCCR Democracy. Duration: 01/2013–12/2014. 

Demokratie und Gleichheit (PBGD). As project partner of the Stadtmuseum Aarau and for its 
reopening exhibition, the Centre is preparing the topic «Demokratie! Von der Guillotine zum 
Like-Button» for political learning and in the form of three subprojects. The edition of the 
magazine for political education ‘POLIS’, which will be published at the same time, will be 
dedicated to this theme. Further education for teachers in the city museum will reflect the 
implementation of the subject in schools. In addition, the e-learning tool developed at the 
Centre, politikzyklus.ch, will integrate the subject ‘Gleiches Recht für alle’ (equal rights for 
everyone) into the exhibition. (Claudia Schneider, Janine Sobernheim, Vera Sperisen, 
Béatrice Ziegler). Duration: 04/2013–4/2015. 
EuroSoc (PBGD): Commissioned by the European Parliament, EuroSoc GmbH is carrying 
out political simulations on EU asylum and migration politics at general education and 
vocational schools in Germany. In addition, commissioned by the German Federal Press 
Office, information events on the financial and economic crisis will be held for young 
persons. The PBGD will question the participants of both events to then evaluate the 
effectiveness and acceptance of the events. (Beatrice Ziegler, Patrik Zamora). Duration: 
06/2013–06/2015. 

Hitch (PBGD): A German-Austrian-Swiss partnership is developing a test for the large scale 
assessment of historical competencies under the project management of Prof. Dr. Ulrich 
Trautwein, Tübingen. (Béatrice Ziegler, Jan Hodel, Monika Waldis). Duration: 06/2012–
03/2015. 

Teaching material "Geschichte und Politik" (working title) (PBGD): The teaching material 
aims to enhance and support history and politics lessons at secondary school level 1, taking 
the guidelines of "Lehrplan 21" into consideration. (Béatrice Ziegler). Duration: 09/2013–
03/2016. 
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"VisuHist" – The characteristic and origin of professional knowledge of history teachers 
(PBGD): An empirical examination of the origin and characteristics of the knowledge of 
teachers on the basis of a video survey and a test on specialised knowledge (VisuHist). 
(Monika Waldis, Béatrice Ziegler, Corinne Wyss). Duration: 08/2013–12/2016. 

Completed projects 
Deutschschweizer Lehrplan BNE+ (PBGD): The contract on the integration of "Bildung für 
Nachhaltige Entwicklung im Deutschschweizer Lehrplan (BNE+)" is meant to ensure that 
subjects like health, global learning, political education and environmental studies are 
included in actual school subjects. The Centre is responsible for conceptualising political 
education in the syllabus (Béatrice Ziegler). Duration: 01/2009–12/2013. 

Guter Geschichtsunterricht an Luzerner Gymnasien (PBGD): The aim of the trial study with 
Gymansiallehrpersonen (Brit. grammar school teachers) in Luzern was to further the 
historical proficiency of students. Within the scope of further training for teachers, the 
possibilities of designing the didactics of history tuition were discussed and new examination 
formats developed. The accompanying scholarly study checks the changes in the knowledge 
of the teachers. In addition, trials are made of test assignments to assess student proficiency 
(Béatrice Ziegler). Duration: 08/2011–12/2013. 

Initial Training (PBGD): Within the European-wide comparative project, the Centre collected 
data on Swiss teacher training in ‘political education’, ‘social studies’ and ‘history’ with an in 
depth focus on the content of interdisciplinarity in teacher training (Béatrice Ziegler). 
Duration: 01/2010–12/2013. 

Klassenrat BKS (development) (PBGD): Based on the SNF-financed research project 
‘Klassenrat empirisch’ teaching aids on the subject of Klassenräte (class councils), the role of 
teachers and goals set for the theoretical background of the ritual are prepared for teachers. 
This will result in the development of an instrument for the education and further training of 
teachers, which also works with video sequences on the reflection of decision making with 
regard to designing and carrying out the Klassenrat (Béatrice Ziegler). Duration: 02/2013–
12/2013. 

mBook 1. Weltkrieg (PBGD): A chapter of an mBook school book on World War I will be 
developed which will be used in Swiss-German school classes. The chapter aims to promote 
competencies and includes the historical-cultural approach to the historical subject of 
Switzerland and the First World War (Béatrice Ziegler). Duration: 10/2012–12/2014. 

narratio (PBGD): The project studies the historical narrative competence in students’ texts, 
which, based on sets of materials are written either about a subject unrelated to a school 
subject or a school-related subject. (Cooperation with University Osnabrück and the 
Pädagogischen Hochschule Freiburg i. Br.) (Béatrice Ziegler, Jan Hodel, Monika Waldis). 
Duration: 01/2012–12/2013. 

Politik.Macht.Gesetz (PlaySwissLex) – Angeleitetes Planspiel zur Schweizer Gesetzgebung 
zum Einsatz in Schulen (PBGD & ADF): Development project of the Commision for the 
Advancement of Technology and Innovation to develop a simulation game on the Swiss 
legislative process on a federal level for students at the secondary school levels I and II 
(Daniel Kübler, Béatrice Ziegler). Duration: 05/2013–07/2014. 
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Teacher Beliefs BKS (PBGD): Based on knowledge gained from the SNF-financed research 
project ‘Teacher-Beliefs’ and on the foundation of the previous year’s commissioned project 
‘Kompetenzraster BKS’, six interdisciplinary and competence-based tuition units for school 
lessons in political education at secondary level I were developed, which are compatible with 
the Lehrplan 21. These will be made available from February on www.politischebildung.ch 
(Beatrice Ziegler, Patrik Zamora). Duration: 01/2013–12/2013. 

Videosurvey (PBGD): The development of a video survey to record the subject-specific and 
general didactic knowledge of students of the social sciences at the College of Education, 
FHNW (Monika Waldis). Duration: 05/2012–12/2013. 

New submitted projects 
Schülerinnen und Schüler schreiben Geschichte (PBGD): SNF project funding submission. 
3 years. (Monika Waldis). 

Politische Bildung im fächerübergreifenden Unterricht mit Geografie und Geschichte auf der 
Sekundarstufe I (PBGD): SNF project funding. 2 years. (Monika Waldis). 
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III. Teaching 

Lectures and seminars at Universities: 
Bochsler, Daniel:  Autumn semester 2014: UZH: BA seminar "Democratisation: Political transition 
and consolidation of democracies". 

Bochsler, Daniel and Hänni, Miriam: Autumn semester 2014: UZH: MA seminar "Ethnic conflicts, 
peace-building and democratization". 

Bochsler, Daniel: Schmitter, Philippe and Ruth, Saskia P.: Spring semester 2014: UZH and 
University of Luzern: PhD workshop "Democratisation and its enemies". 

Bochsler, Daniel: Steenberg, Marco and Traber, Denise: Spring and autumn semesters 2014: UZH: 
PhD research colloquium "Representation and political behaviour". 

Bousbah, Karima and Lea Heyne: Spring semester 2014: UZH: BA elective "Einführung in die 
empirische Demokratieforschung". 

Dlabac, Oliver: Autumn semester 2014: UZH: BA elective "Local Democracy and Social Justice". 

Glaser, Andreas: Spring semester 2014: UZH: lecture Allgemeines Verwaltungsrecht (group 2). 

Glaser, Andreas: Spring semester 2014 UZH: lecture Demokratie. 

Glaser, Andreas: Autumn semester 2014: UZH: lecture Staatsrecht II (group 3). 

Glaser, Andreas: Autumn semester 2014: UZH: lecture Grundrechte (group 2). 

Glaser, Andreas; Langer, Lorenz: Autumn semester 2014: UZH: seminar: Direkte Demokratie - 
grenzenlos oder beschränkt? 

Glaser, Andreas: Section on Federalism and direct democracy; Corsin Bisaz: Section on history and 
challenges of Swiss direct democracy; Lorenz Langer: Section on direct democracy in the EU, 
Summer School Human Rights, Minorities and Diversity Management, European Academy of 
Bozen/Bolzano (EURAC), University of Graz, University of Middlesex, Convivenza, St. Moritz, 
30 June/1 July 2014, St. Moritz 
Kübler, Daniel: Spring semester 2014: UZH: BA elective "Politik und Demokratie in der Stadt". 

Kübler, Daniel: Spring semester 2014: UZH: MA/Licentiate "Forschungskolloquium" (selective 
participation). 

Kübler, Daniel: Spring semester 2014: UZH: Doctoral programme in Comparative and International 
Studies "PhD Research Colloquium" (selective participation). 

Kübler, Daniel: Autumn semester 2014: ETH and UZH: MA seminar "Democracy". 

Kübler, Daniel: Autumn semester 2014: UZH: MA/Licentiate "Forschungskolloquium" (selective 
participation). 

Kübler, Daniel: Autumn semester 2014: UZH: Doctorate programme in Comparative and 
International Studies "PhD Research Colloquium" (selective participation). 

Lötscher, Alexander: Seminar: Fachdidaktik Geschichte 3.2 – Erweiterung Politische Bildung. 
Secondary school level I course at the PH FHNW, autumn semester 2014. 

Ruth, Saskia: Spring semester 2014: UZH: BA elective "Präsidentialismus und Demokratie in 
Lateinamerika". 

Serdült, Uwe: Winter 2013/2014: Guest lecturer at PU Krakau, Poland, Institute for Political Science: 
Masters programme "Direct and Electronic Democracy in Switzerland". 
Serdült, Uwe: Paper and seminar for MA programme Citoyenneté: Theorie und Praxis, organised by 
the Federal Commission on Migration Issues and University of Neuenburg, 23–24 May 2014, 
Tramelan. 
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Serdült, Uwe: Guest lecture on the c2d database, seminar "Democratie directe comparée", 22 October 
2014, University of Geneva. 
Stojanovic, Nenad: Spring semester 2014: UZH/ETH Zurich: MA seminar "Demokratie in 
multikulturellen Gesellschaften". 

Stojanovic, Nenad: Autumn semester 2014: University of Lausanne: BA seminar and course "Science 
politique: concepts et théories A". 

Stojanovic, Nenad: Autumn semester 2014: University of Geneva: BA course "Politique comparée 
I". 

Waldis, Monika: Unterrichten lernen 2, Sekundarstufe I & II. College of Education, FNHW, autumn 
semester 2014. 

Waldis, Monika: Lernen mit Unterrichtsvideos im Schulpraktikum. One-day further education for 
teachers of practical experience at the "Innovation und Weiterbildung" Institute at PH FHNW, 
28 October 2014. 

Waldis, Monika: Umgang mit Quellen im Geschichtsunterricht. Block course on learning with 
teaching videos in teacher training at the PH Salzburg, 24 November 2014. 

Welp, Yanina: Seminar "Digital Technologies and Democracy – Assessing the Latin American 
experience". Second International Seminar on eDemocracy & eGovernment – ICEDEG 2014, 24 April, 
Quito, Ecuador. 
Welp, Yanina: Seminar "Gobierno Abierto, TIC y ciudadanía en la política latinoamericana". 
Programa de Estudios Abiertos (PEA), Instituto de Iberoamérica, University of Salamanca. Spain, 31 
March-4 April 2014. 
Wheatley, Jonathan: Lectures, spring semester 2014: UZH, Institute for Political Science, MA 
seminar "Nations and Nationalism in the post-Soviet space". 
Wheatley, Jonathan: Guest lecture on data analysis with VAA data, 14 November 2014, PU Krakau, 
Poland, Institute for Political Science. 
Ziegler, Béatrice: Seminar Sit-Ins, Staatsbesuche und Paraden: Zugänge zu Ritualen als einem neuen 
kulturgeschichtlichen Feld (together with Konrad J. Kuhn). UZH, spring semester 2014. 

Ziegler, Béatrice: Geschichtsvermittlung im Gespräch. Kolloquium (together with Marko 
Demantowsky). University of Basel / PH FHNW, Master of Educational Sciences, spring semester 
2014. 

Ziegler, Béatrice: Doktorandenkolloquium Historisches Seminar. UZH, autumn semester 2014. 

  20 

http://www.vorlesungen.uzh.ch/FS14/organisationen/oe-50000007/oe-50098531/oe-50000797-veranstaltung/e-50670597.details.html
http://www.vorlesungen.uzh.ch/FS14/organisationen/oe-50000007/oe-50098531/oe-50000797-veranstaltung/e-50670597.details.html


Annual Report ZDA 2014 

IV. Databases 

www.c2d.ch 
Work on updating the international online database on national and regional referendums in 
all the countries of the world–since 1791–was continued in the year under review. Gaps in the 
content on voting data in the Swiss Cantons are continuously being filled. 

E-voting in Switzerland 
The e-voting database documents Swiss e-voting attempts within the framework of the e-
democracy project. The database contains (almost) all referendums and elections for which 
electronic voting option has been available (2003–2013), data on the implementation of the 
electronic channel, on voter participation as well as some context variables. The database 
encompasses data on more than 2,500 e-voting attempts from 13 cantons and is continuously 
being updated. 

Swiss Elections and Referendums (ZDA-BFS) 
Data processing of subnational elections and referendums as commissioned by the Swiss 
Federal Statistical Office. (Daniel Bochsler). Duration: 03/2012–12/2015. 

www.demokratiebarometer.com 
Database to measure the quality of democracy in 30 countries. 

www.politischebildung.ch 
Provides comprehensive information on civic education in Switzerland. 

www.politiklernen.ch  
The new website offers teaching and learning material for teachers at secondary school level 
I. Politiklernen.ch is a transfer project of NCCR Democracy. 
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V. Events 

1. Public events in and around Aarau 
• 6th Aarau Democracy Days "Demokratie in der Gemeinde", 

27–28 March 2014, Kultur & Kongresshaus Aarau: 
o Keynote and panel discussion on the topic "Demokratie in Schweizer 

Gemeinden", 27 March 2014 
o Conference, 28 March 2014 

Panel 1: Demokratieprobleme in Schweizer Gemeinden 
Panel 2: Gemeindezusammenschlüsse – Chance oder Gefahr für die "Urzelle 
der Demokratie"? 
Panel 3: Demokratie in der Schule 
Presentations by ZDA staff: Patricia Buser, Oliver Dlabac, Magdalena Forowicz, 
Daniel Kübler, Alexander Lötscher, Andreas Rohner 

o Cultural Program Filmvorführung "Wählt mich!" (China 2007), 28 March 
2014 

• Late Summer Event of Friends of the ZDA on "E-Voting: Funktioniert die 
Demokratie auch elektronisch?", 2 September 2014, Aula Alte Kantonsschule Aarau: 
Presentation by Uwe Serdült "E-Voting: Funktioniert die Demokratie auch 
elektronisch?" and panel discussion with Balthasar Glättli (National councillor of the 
Greens) and Dr. Peter Grünenfelder (Head of the Cantonal Administration, Aargau) 
moderated by Dr. Katja Gentinetta. 

• Inauguration of the extension and the open day at the ZDA  
An event by the ZDA and Ortsbürgergemeinde Aarau (citizens of the municipality of 
Aarau), 6 December 2014: Speeches, performances by the Theater Tuchlaube and 
presentation by guest speaker former federal councillor Moritz Leuenberger; project 
presentations of ZDA research projects. 

2. Conferences 
The following conferences and meetings were organized or co-organized by departments or 
members of the ZDA: 

• Conference "Disenchanted Swiss democracy", (organised with IPZ/NCCR Democracy 
UZH), 23–24 January 2014 (Daniel Bochsler, ADF). 

• Conference "Roma, Sinti und Jenische in Schule und Öffentlichkeit". Series 
Erinnerung – Verantwortung – Zukunft: Gedenktag an die Verbrechen gegen die 
Menschlichkeit, 25 January 2014, ZDA Aarau (Bernhard Schär, Roxane Kübler, 
Béatrice Ziegler (PBGD) in collaboration with Marko Demantowsky, Dominik 
Sauerländer and students of Sek I, Aarau). 

• Round table "Das Wahlrecht in der Schweiz im Umbruch” as part of the SVPW 
Annual Conference 2014, 30 January 2014 (Daniel Bochsler, ADF). 

• Section "Representation and political behaviour", SVPW Annual Conference, Bern, 
30–31 January 2014 (Daniel Bochsler, ADF). 
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• Three Panels on "Local and Urban Politics in Multilevel Systems", co-organised with 
the work group Federalism and Territorial Politics (Oscar Mazzoleni and Sean Müller), 
SVPW Annual Conference, Bern, 30–31 January 2014 (Oliver Dlabac, ADF). 

• Conference "Culture, Economy, Participation and Governance in Latin American 
Cities", Kultur- und Kongresshaus Aarau, 21–22 February 2014 (Yanina Welp, Uwe 
Serdült, c2d). 

• Further education conference on political education 2014: "Verstrickt und zugenäht: 
Politische Perspektiven auf die Modewelt", 19 March 2014, FHNW Brugg (Claudia 
Schneider, PBGD). 

• Conference "Rätoromanische Sprache und direkte Demokratie" – 
Herausforderungen und Perspektiven der Rumantschia, GKB-Auditorium Chur, 11 
April 2014 (Corsin Bisaz und Andreas Glaser, c2d). 

• Demokratiekonferenz mit dem Bundesland Rheinland-Pfalz, Grossratsgebäude 
Aarau, 05 June 2014 (c2d together with the Deutsche Universität für 
Verwaltungswissenschaft Speyer, Canton Aargau and Bundesland Rheinland-Pfalz). 

• Section "Representation in ethnically divided polities", CEEISA Annual Conference, 
Cluj-Kolozsvár, 12–14 June 2014 (Daniel Bochsler, ADF). 

• Special session "The Democratic Foundations of the Just City", Conference City 
Futures III, Paris, 18–20 June 2014 (Oliver Dlabac, ADF). 

• Workshop "Direct Democracy in the EU: A People's Europe", School of Law, Queen 
Mary University of London, 04 July 2014 (Fernando Mendez, c2d). 

• 4th Swiss E-Voting Workshop 2014, in collaboration with the Federal Chancellery and 
the Swiss Competence Centre, Grossratsgebäude Aarau, 05 September 2014 (Uwe 
Serdült, c2d). 

• Conference "Demokratie verstehen, fordern und stützen. Politische Bildung 
empirisch 2014", PH FHNW Brugg-Windisch, 05 September 2014 (Béatrice Ziegler, 
Roxane Kübler, Franziska Hedinger, PBGD). 

• Workshop "Researching citizenship and democracy in Europe", NCCR, Zurich, 19–
20 September 2014 (Karima S. Bousbah, ADF). 

• Workshop "The politics of identity adoption and change", IBEI, Barcelona, 10–13 
October 2014 (Daniel Bochsler, ADF). 

• Conference "Die (Verfassungs-)Dynamik der europäischen Integration und 
demokratische Partizipation: Erfahrungen und Perspektiven in Österreich und 
der Schweiz", UZH, 31 October 2014 (Andreas Glaser and Lorenz Langer, c2d). 

• Panel "Computational Issues in Voting Advice Applications", SMAP, 9th 
International Workshop on Social Media Adaptation and Personalization, Corfu, 
Greece, 06-07 November 2014 (Fernando Mendez, c2d). 

• Conference "New experiments of direct democracy: Consequences for governability 
and development", RedGob Annual Conference, Aarau, 12–13 December 2014 
(Yanina Welp, Pedro Capra und Uwe Serdült, c2d). 
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3. Lectures/Workshops 
In 2014 ZDA staff have conducted a total of 137 lectures/presentations at scholarly events 
and conferences in Switzerland and abroad (details upon request). 

VI. Public Relations 

In order to make the ZDA and its research activities known to the political and private 
institutions of the region, numerous delegations and guests were received at the Villa 
Blumenhalde. In addition, staff members presented the ZDA and its projects at numerous 
external events. 
With regard to the media, the public relations advisor of the ZDA (20 FTE), together with the 
individual departments, evaluates which subjects and research results are of interest to the 
general public or specific target groups. Public relations work is carried out in close 
cooperation with the public relations advisors of the funding institutions and with the 
utilisation of the FHNW und UZH publications. 
In addition to media communications, the public relations advisor also conducts individual 
interviews with journalists on ZDA projects, and brings to their attention members of staff 
who can provide information on current topics (see list of experts for media contacts at 
www.zdaarau.ch).  
The ZDA also presents its activities on Facebook (www.facebook.com/zdaarau). 

Presentations of the ZDA 
Presentation of the ZDA by Uwe Serdült during the visit of the Schweizerischen Studentenvereins 
[Swiss Student Association], Aarau Regional Association, 23 February 2014. 

Visit by a delegation from Mongolia (State Chancellery Canton AG), Presentation of the ZDA and of 
the Swiss political system by Andreas Glaser and Uwe Serdült on 17 March 2014 in the Parliament of 
Canton Aargau, as well as by Corsin Bisaz on 27 October 2014 in the Aarau Town Hall. 

Visit by a delegation from Georgia (EDA study trip), presentation of the ZDA and of the Swiss 
political system by Uwe Serdült, 24 March 2014. 

Visit by a delegation of the Verein Mehr Demokratie Sachsen, presentation of the ZDA and lecture 
on the Gemeindeversammlung (assemblies at municipal level) in Switzerland and e-voting by Uwe 
Serdült, 04 May 2014. 

Visit to the ZDA and the Secretary General of the Department of Construction, Transport and 
Environment, Canton Aargau, by Ulrich Arndt, Staatsministerium Baden-Württemberg concerning 
direct democracy in government planning/zoning, 27 May 2014 (Andreas Glaser, Oliver Dlabac, Uwe 
Serdült). 

Visit by the German Ambassador Dr. Otto Lampe and the President of the Board of Directors of 
the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, Dr. Wolfgang Gerhardt, 01 July 2014 (Andreas 
Glaser, Uwe Serdült). 

Guest lecture by Béatrice Ziegler "Die Abteilung Politische Bildung und Geschichtsdidaktik (PBGD) 
am Zentrum für Demokratie Aarau". Institut für politische Wissenschaft, Agora. Politische Bildung, 
Leibniz Universität Hannover, 17 November 2014. 

Further education event of the Handelsschule KV Aarau, Detailhandelsabteilung and SAB 
"Passepartout 2014": "Das Zentrum für Demokratie Aarau: Tätigkeit und Angebote". Presentation of 
the ZDA and PBGD as well as of the role-play game on arguing about politics "Ja – nein – vielleicht" 
by Janine Sobernheim with topical input Völkerrecht und Landesrecht by Andreas Glaser, ZDA 
Aarau, 16 December 2014. 
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Topical presentations 
Guest lecture by Uwe Serdült on "The role and place of local referendums in Swiss direct 
democracy", 15 January 2014, Presidential Palace, Warsaw, Poland. 

Presentation by Oliver Dlabac at the public event organised by the G9808.ch, "Politische Teilnahme 
in der Gemeinde: Wie und Wieviel?", Zurich, 1 February 2014. 

Guest lecture by Uwe Serdült on "Bürgerbeteiligung und direkte Demokratie in der Schweiz", 28 
March 2014, Hochrheinkommission-Bildungsrat, Höchenschwand, Germany. 

Lecture by Daniel Kübler at a meeting with President J. Gauck: "Wie informiert sind Stimmbürger 
in der direkten Demokratie?", Bern, 2 April 2014. 

Lecture by Daniel Kübler at the conference Sprache als Instrument der sozialen Einbindung oder 
Ausgrenzung of the Forum for Bilingualism: "Die Sprache(n) der öffentlichen Verwaltung", Bern, 
3 April 2014. 

Guest lecture by Uwe Serdült for the work group 'Vote électronique' organised by the Swiss 
Federal Chancellery "Forschungsstand im Bereich E-Voting am c2d", 4 April 2014, Eidgenössisches 
Personalamt, Bern. 

Lecture by Yanina Welp titled "La política en la red: ciudadanía y democracia en la era de la 
información", Programa de Formación en Políticas Públicas, Concejo Deliberante de 
Gualeguaychú, 22 April 2014, Gualeguaychú, Argentina. 

Lecture and discussion by Uwe Serdült for the panel "Participatory Democracy", 3rd Central 
European Dictionary of Political Concepts Conference, 26–27 April 2014, Prague. 

Lecture by Oliver Dlabac at the Visite der äthiopischen Delegation organisiert durch 
Helvetas/ETH: "Subnational democracy in Switzerland", 7 May 2014, Zurich. 

Lecture by Daniel Kübler at the Conference Harm Reduction: "Die Stadtverträglichkeit der 
Drogenpolitik", 14 May 2014, Basel. 

Guest lecture by Uwe Serdült on "Direkte Demokratie, intersektorale Politiknetzwerke und 
Regionalentwicklung in der Schweiz", 27 June 2014, Rzeszow, Poland. 

Lecture by Daniel Kübler at Kaminfeuergesprächen der Stadtpräsidentin von Zürich: "Die 
Vervorstädterung des Politischen", 30 June 2014, Zurich. 

Reading by author Philipp Marti in the Gemeindezentrum der Ev.-Luth. Kirchengemeinde 
Sylt/Westerland: "Der Fall Reinefarth", 7 August 2014. 

Media conference and panel discussion by Uwe Serdült on "E-Democracy – Erfahrungen mit Vote 
électronique für Auslandschweizer", 14–16 August 2014, Auslandschweizer-Kongress 2014, Baden 
and Aarau. 

Guest lecture by Uwe Serdült titled "E-Voting – funktioniert die Demokratie auch elektronisch?", 2 
September 2014, late summer event of the Friends of the ZDA, Alte Kantonsschule Aarau. 

Lecture by Uwe Serdült on "Die Einführung von E-Voting in der Schweiz als Generationenprojekt", 5 
September 2014, Swiss E-Voting Workshop, Grossratssaal Aarau. 

Several Workshop lectures by Corsin Bisaz and Uwe Serdült "Swiss Direct Democracy in Practice", 
Bulgarian-Swiss Cooperation Programme – Partnership Fund, 9–12 September 2014, 
Koprivshtiza, Elena und Tryavna, 23–26 September 2014, Chepelare and Burgas, Bulgaria. 

Laudatio for the prize winner of the GEI-Jurypreises by Béatrice Ziegler. Georg Eckert Institut 
Braunschweig. 28 October 2014. 

Lecture by Nenad Stojanovic at the Journée des langues: "Il maledetto articolo", Bundeskanzlei, 13 
November 2014, Bern. 

Lecture by Daniel Kübler at the Inter-Parteien-Konferenz Horgen: "Gemeindefusionen: kein 
Wundermittel, aber manchmal sinnvoll", 17 November 2014, Horgen. 
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Panel participation by Béatrice Ziegler: "Die Schweiz und der Erste Weltkrieg. Politische, 
wirtschaftliche und soziale Folgen". Reihe Der Erste Weltkrieg. Ende einer Weltordnung, Anfang 
eines Jahrhunderts. Käfigturm. Polit-Forum des Bundes Bern, 18 November 2014. 

Lecture by Daniel Bochsler at the 4th Föderalismuskonferenz: "Drei Gründe für eine grosse 
Föderalismusreform", Solothurn, 27–28 November 2014. 

Lecture by Daniel Bochsler before the Parliamentary commission 21 the Great Council of the 
Canton of Valais: "Verhältniswahl mit regionaler Sitzgarantie für den Walliser Staatsrat", 
1 December 2014, Sitten. 

Lecture by Daniel Bochsler: "Elections: rules, goals, and tools" as part of the project "Democracy is a 
process", study trip by Bulgarian journalists to Switzerland, 2 December 2014, Zurich. 

Guest lecture by Andreas Glaser on "Völkerrecht gegen Volksrechte: Demokratie in Gefahr?", 4 
December 2014, Zürcherischer Juristenverein. 

Lecture by Daniel Kübler at the Vorstandssitzung Gemeindeammännervereinigung Aargau: "Die 
Milizorganisation der Gemeindeexekutiven im Kanton Aargau, Rekrutierungsprobleme und 
Reformvorschläge", 16 December 2014, Aarau. 

Media presence 
ZDA staff members provide information to local, national, and international media on an 
almost daily basis. A large selection of this media input can be found on the ZDA’s Facebook 
site (www.facebook.com/zdaarau). 
The highpoints from 2014 included statements on the following topics: democracy in the 
community, 'yes' to the mass immigration initiative, 100 years since World War I, crisis in the 
Ukraine (sovereignty referendum) and political education (Lehrplan 21/new ZDA teaching 
material "Politik.Macht.Gesetz"). 
(Guest) contributions written by ZDA staff for media can be found in the chapter publications 
(news articles). 

Contributions on the ZDA as an institution 
Open day at the ZDA, Aargauer Zeitung, 7 December 2014 

Contributions on ZDA research 
Reports on the 6th Aarau Democracy Days (Demokratie in der Gemeinde) 

Article by Daniel Kübler, NZZ, 27 March 2014 
"Gemeinden – bedrohte Schulen der Demokratie", UZH News, 1 April 2014 
Various articles in Tessiner Medien on a study of the fusion of municipalities 
Commentary from Thomas Röthlin, Aargauer Zeitung, 29 March 2014 

Study "Milizorganisation der Gemeindeexekutiven": Reports in Schweiz aktuell and 
Regionaljournal of SRF in December 2014 

Research results on the topic of e-voting, Uwe Serdült, Aargauer Zeitung, 19 May 2014 

New teaching material "Politik.Macht.Gesetz" 
"Pascale Bruderer wird erneut Nationalratspräsidentin – für einen Tag", Aargauer Zeitung, 
18 August 2014 
Report on Tele M1 

Project Participation in school: school governance and layperson participation 
SNF media release on the research of Patricia Buser "Fast jeder zweite Schulleiter findet 
Schulkommissionen überflüssig", 27 March 2014. 
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Newsletter Fachstelle Elternmitwirkung: Brigitte Wladis-Kottman on the study of parental 
engagement in Switzerland by Patricia Buser, 17 August 2014. 

Press conference in Sofia, Bulgaria, marking the start of the Bulgarian project with Magda 
Forowicz, 25 September 2014. 

Statements by ZDA staff 
Media contributions on the mass immigration initiative 

Interviews with Karima S. Bousbah, Aargauer Zeitung, 28 January and 15 February 2014 
Interview with Daniel Bochsler, Zeit online, 11 February 2014 
Statement of Andreas Glaser, 10 vor 10, 13 February 2014 
Interview with Daniel Kübler, Aargauer Zeitung, 9 February 2014 

"Kaum umsetzbare Volksinitiativen": Guest commentary by Daniel Bochsler, NZZ am 
Sonntag, 2 March 2014 

Sovereignty referendums/Ukraine 
Guest article by Corsin Bisaz and Uwe Serdült, Schweiz am Sonntag, 29 March 2014 
Guest article by Nicolas Aubert, Le Temps, 6 May 2014 
"Independence referendums around the world", BBC-Video, 16 September 2014 

Political education/Lehrplan 21 
"So soll das Politinteresse der Jugendlichen geweckt werden", Tages Anzeiger, 11 April 2014 
"Ungenügende Note für die politische Bildung", NZZ, 15 September 2014 

The Rhaeto-Romanic language and direct democracy (Conference) 
Schweizer Radio SRF, 11 April 2014 
Various articles in the Bündner Tagblatt and Rhaeto-Romanic newspapers 

100 years World War I 
Interview with Béatrice Ziegler, UZH News, 14 May 2014 
Book review on "Der vergessene Krieg" (hrsg. von Konrad J. Kuhn, Béatrice Ziegler), NZZ, 15 
July 2014 
"Die Schweiz und der Erste Weltkrieg: Der vergessene Krieg?" Appearance by Béatrice Ziegler, 
Radio SRF, 30 August 2014 

"Chronik eines angekündigten Protests": Guest commentary by Lorenz Langer in 
Hongkong, NZZ, 7 October 2014 

Guest commentary on the Sprachenstreit (language dispute), Nenad Stojanovic, NZZ, 26 
September 2014 

"Dialogo sulle quote", interview with Nenad Stojanovic, Schweizer Radio Rete 2, "Foglio 
volante", 13 November 2014. 

Interviews by Yanina Welp in Latin American newspapers 
"La participación ciudadana en la era de las redes sociales", interview, El Argentino, 18 April 
2014. 
"Las formas de la democracia participativa" interview, La Nación, 4 May 2014. 
"El personalismo no sirve, hay que empoderar al ciudadano", interview, El día, 27 April 2014. 

Media relations 
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10 January 2014: Media production on "Roma, Sinti und Jenische in Schule und Öffentlichkeit: 
Tagung im Rahmen des schweizerischen Holocaust-Gedenktages" (Distribution: Pädagogische 
Hochschule der FHNW) 

18 February 2014: Media production on Ausgabe 2014 des Magazins für Politische Bildung 
"POLIS" (Theme: youth and fashion)  

11 March 2014: Media invitation to attend 6th Aarau Democracy Days on "Demokratie in der 
Gemeinde" 

28 March 2014: Media release in German and Italian: Tiefere Wahlbeteiligung nach 
Gemeindefusionen im Tessin 

18 August 2014: Media release on "Politik.Macht.Gesetz": Politiksimulation an der Alten 
Kantonsschule Aarau erstmals im Einsatz 

27 August 2014: Media invitation to attend 4th Swiss E-Voting Workshop 

25 August 2014: Media invitation to attend 3rd Tagung "Politische Bildung empirisch: Demokratie 
verstehen, fordern und stützen" 

24 October 2014: Media production on the meeting on "Europäische Integration - mit wieviel 
Partizipation? Erfahrungen in Österreich und der Schweiz" 

27 November 2014: Media invitation to the inauguration of the extension and open day at the 
ZDA (Distribution: Communications department of City of Aarau) 

  

  28 



Annual Report ZDA 2014 

VII. Publications 

ZDA publications 
Schriften zur Demokratieforschung: in this series by Schulthess, edited by A. Auer, publications by 
the ZDA and its departments appear on a regular basis. The following text was published in 2014: 

Volume 9: Demokratie in der Europäischen Union / Democracy in the European Union 
Ein Schweizer Beitrag zur Debatte / A Contribution from the Swiss Perspective 
Daniel Kübler / Nenad Stojanovic (Hrsg.) 
Schulthess Juristische Medien AG (Zürich), February 2014 
ISBN: 978-3-7255-6998-4 (202 pages, paperback) 

C2D Working Paper Series: online publication registered with the Swiss National Library, ISSN 
1662-8152. Published by c2d; 3 papers were published in 2014. 

POLIS. Das Magazin für Politische Bildung: published by PBGD, this publication features current 
questions on political education and is intended for teachers and interested persons and experts. 

POLIS No 7 on the topic "Verstrickt und zugenäht: politische Perspektiven auf die Modewelt" 
was published in early 2014. Editors: Vera Sperisen, Claudia Schneider. 

ZDA research reports (online publication): 

"Regenerating Urban Neighbourhoods in Europe" 
Eight case Studies in six European Countries 
Céline Widmer / Daniel Kübler, May 2014 
ZDA Working Paper Nr. 3, ISBN-Nr. 978-3-9524228-2-3 

"Die Milizorganisation der Gemeindeexekutiven im Kanton Aargau": 
Rekrutierungsprobleme und Reformvorschläge 
Oliver Dlabac, Andreas Rohner, Thomas Zenger, Daniel Kübler, Oktober 2014 
ZDA Studienbericht Nr. 4, ISBN-Nr. 978-3-9524228-3-0 

Monographs 
Editorship 
Breuer, Anita & Welp, Yanina (eds.): Digital Technologies for Democratic Governance in Latin 
America: Opportunities and Risks, Routledge 2014. 

Danero Iglesias, Julien; Nenad Stojanovic and Sharon Weinblum (eds) (2014). New Nation-States 
and National Minorities. Essex: ECPR Press. [2nd edition (paperback)]. 

Lissidini, Alicia; Welp, Yanina y Zovatto, Daniel (eds.) Democracias en movimiento: Mecanismos de 
democracia directa y participativa en América Latina. México: UNAM 2014. 

Loada, Augustin & Wheatley, Jonathan (eds.), Transitions démocratiques en Afrique de l’Ouest: 
Processus constitutionnels, société civile et institutions démocratiques, L’Harmattan, Paris 2014. 

Schär, Bernhard C. & Ziegler, Béatrice (eds.) (2014): Antiziganismus in der Schweiz und in Europa. 
Geschichte, Kontinuitäten und Reflexionen. Zürich: Chronos. 

Welp, Yanina & Serdült, Uwe (eds.): La dosis hace el veneno: Análisis de la revocatoria del 
mandato en Suiza, Estados Unidos y América Latina, Ciencia y Democracia, Instituto para la 
Democracia del CNE 2014. 

Ziegler, Béatrice (ed.) (2014): Vorstellungen, Konzepte und Kompetenzen von Lehrpersonen der 
politischen Bildung. Beiträge zur Tagung "Politische Bildung empirisch 2012". (Politische Bildung in 
der Schweiz 3). Zurich /Chur: edition Rüegger in Somedia. 
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Authorship 
Giudici, Anja & Bühlmann, Regina (2014). Unterricht in Heimatlicher Sprache und Kultur (HSK). 
Auswahl guter Praxis in der Schweiz. Bern: EDK (also published in French and Italian). 

Gundelach, Birte (2014): Ethnische Diversität und Soziales Vertrauen. Studien zur Politischen 
Soziologie, Band 29. Baden-Baden: Nomos. 

Kuhn, Konrad J. & Ziegler, Béatrice (eds.) (2014): Der vergessene Krieg. Spuren und Traditionen 
zur Schweiz im Ersten Weltkrieg. Baden: Hier+jetzt. 

Langer, Lorenz: Religious Offence and Human Rights: The Implications of Defamation of Religions, 
Cambridge Studies in International and Comparative Law, Cambridge University Press: Cambridge 
2014. 

Marti, Philipp (2014): Der Fall Reinefarth – Eine biografische Studie zum öffentlichen und 
juristischen Umgang mit der NS-Vergangenheit. Beiträge zur Zeit- und Regionalgeschichte, Bd. 1, 
Hrsg. vom Institut für schleswig-holsteinische Zeit- und Regionalgeschichte der Universität 
Flensburg). Neumünster: Wachholtz. 

Mendez, Fernando, Mendez, Mario & Triga, Vasiliki (2014): The European Union and 
Referendums: A comparative inquiry, Cambidge University Press, Cambridge 2014. 

Müller, Lisa (2014): Comparing Mass Media in Established Democracies. Patterns of Media 
Performance. Houndmills: Palgrave. 

Stojanovic, Nenad. Dialogo sulle quote. Rappresentanza, eguaglianza e discriminazioni nelle 
democrazie multiculturali. Bologna: Il Mulino. 

Welp, Yanina, Marzuca, Alejandra & Breuer, Anita: Digital Technologies for Democratic 
Governance in Latin America: Opportunities and Risks, Routledge 2014. 

Journal Articles 
Peer-reviewed journals 
Bochsler, Daniel (2014). Which mixed-member proportional electoral formula fits you best? 
Assessing the proportionality principle of positive vote transfer systems, Representation, 50(1): 113-
127. 

Bochsler, Daniel & Julian Bernauer (2014). Strategic Incentives in Unconventional Electoral 
Systems: Introduction to the Special Issue, Representation, 50(1): 1-12. 

Bühlmann, Marc, Adrian Vatter, Oliver Dlabac & Hans-Peter Schaub. 2014. "Liberal and Radical 
Democracies: The Swiss Cantons Compared." World Political Science Review 10(2): 385–423. 

Christmann, A., Daniel Kübler, K. Hasler, F. Marcinkowski & C. Schemer (2014). New 
Regionalism – not too Complex for the Media Watchdog: Media Reporting and Citizens' Perception of 
Democratic Legitimacy in four European Metropolitan Areas, Urban Affairs Review (DOI: 
10.1177/107808741459549). 

Christmann, A. (2014). Von Government zu Governance? Acht europäische Metropolregionen im 
Vergleich. Zeitschrift für Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft, 8 (Suppl), 141-167. 

Demantowsky, Marko & Waldis, Monika (2014). John Hatties "Visible Learning" unddie 
Geschichtsdidaktik. Grenzen und Perspektiven. Zeitschrift für Geschichtsdidaktik 13, 100–116. 

Ferla, Paula, Alejandra Marzuca Perera, Uwe Serdült & Yanina Welp: Corriendo de atrás: Análisis 
de los Concejos Vecinales de Montevideo, Iconos, FLACSO Ecuador 18 (48), 2014, 121-137. 

Hersperger, A., M.-P. Gennaio & Daniel Kübler (2014). Actors, Decisions and Policy Changes in 
Local Urbanization, European Planning Studies, 22(6): 1301-1319.G. 
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Germann, Micha, Mendez, Fernando, Wheatley, Jonathan & Serdült, Uwe: Spatial Maps in 
Voting Advice Applications: The Case for Dynamic Scale Validation, Acta Politica 29, 1-25. (doi: 
10.1057/ap.2014.3) 

Germann, Micha & Serdült, Uwe: Internet Voting for Expatriates: The Swiss Case, eJournal of 
eDemocracy & Open Government 6(2), 2014, 197-215. 

Giudici, Anja & Sandra Grizelj (2014): Vom Berufs- und Elitewissen zum Garant des nationalen 
Zusammenhalts – Die Fremdsprachen in den Schweizer Volksschulen seit 1830. Babylonia 2014(3): 
58-62. 

Gundelach, Birte (2014). In diversity we trust: the positive effects of ethnic diversity on outgroup 
trust, Political Behavior, 36(1): 125-142. 

Gundelach, Birte & Markus Freitag (2014). Neighbourhood diversity and social trust: An empirical 
analysis of interethnic contact and group-specific effects, Urban Studies, 51(6): 1236-1256. 

Gundelach, Birte & Richard Traunmüller (2014). Beyond generalised trust: Norms of reciprocity as 
an alternative form of social capital in an assimilationist integration regime, Political Studies, 62(3): 
596-617. 

Ioannis, Katakis; Tsapatsoulis, Nikolas, Mendez, Fernando, Triga, Vasiliki & Tziouvas, Costas: 
Social Voting Advice Applications: Definitions, Challenges, Datasets and Evaluation, IEEE 
Transactions on Cybernetics, 44(7), 2014, 1039-1052. 

Leemann, Lucas & Daniel Bochsler (2014). A Systematic Approach to Study Electoral Fraud, 
Electoral Studies, 35(1): 33-47.  

Lissidini, Alicia, Welp, Yanina & Zovatto, Daniel: Democracias en movimiento: mecanismos de 
democracia directa y participativa en América Latina, Doctrina Jurídica 705, Instituto de In-
vestigaciones Jurídicas, UNAM: México 2014, 339. 

Schär, Bernhard C., Sperisen, Vera, Peter, Nicole, Burgermeister, Nicole & Fink, Nadine (2014): 
Auf der Suche nach der verlorenen Erzählung. Das Thema "Schweiz Zweiter Weltkrieg" in Schule und 
Öffentlichkeit. Ergänzungen zu Regula Ludi. In: Traverse. Zeitschrift für Geschichte. Revue d’ 
histoire. 21/1, S. 153-170. 

Stojanović, Nenad (2014): When non-nationalist voters support ethno-nationalist parties: the 1990 
elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina as a prisoner’s dilemma game. Southeast European and Black 
Sea Studies 14(4): 607-625. 

Tang, H. & Daniel Kübler (2014). Reform of the Swiss Finance Redistribution System and its 
Lessons for China, Comparative Economic & Social Systems, 2014 (1): 1-7. 

Waldis, Monika, Nitsche, Martin, Marti, Philipp, Hodel, Jan & Wyss, Corinne (2014): "Der 
Unterricht wird fachlich korrekt geleitet" – theoretische Grundlagen und empirische Erkundungen zur 
videobasierten Unterrichtsreflexion angehender Geschichtslehrpersonen, in: Zeitschrift für 
Geschichtsdidaktik 13, S. 27-45. 

Waldis, Monika & Corinne Wyss (2014). Förderung historischer Kompetenzen im 
Geschichtsunterricht – Erfahrungen einer videogestützten Lehrpersonenweiterbildung. Beiträge zur 
Lehrerbildung, 32 (2), S. 221 – 234. 

Welp, Yanina & Rey, Julieta: "Revocatoria del mandato y democracia: análisis de las experiencias 
recientes en Lima y Bogotá", Democracias, vol. 2, 189-208. 

Wheatley, Jonathan, Carman, Christopher, Mendez, Fernando & Mitchell, James: The 
dimensionality of the Scottish political space: Results from an experiment on the 2011 Holyrood 
elections, Party Politics (20)6, 2014, 864-878. 

Wheatley, Jonathan: Identifying Latent Policy Dimensions from Public Opinion Data: An Inductive 
Approach, Journal of Elections, Public Opinion and Parties, Taylor & Francis, 2014, 1-19. 
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17457289.2014.985222) 
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Non-peer-reviewed journals 
Bisaz, Corsin: Entscheidbesprechung des BGE 1C_127/2013 vom 28.08.2013 (ohne die Erwägungen 
1-4 publiziert als BGE 139 I 292), Aktuelle Juristische Praxis (AJP)/Pratique Juridique Actuelle 
(PJA), 2014, 248-252. 

Forowicz, Magdalena: Démocratie Directe en Bulgarie: loi et pratiques récentes, Lettre des droits de 
l'homme en Europe centrale et orientale de la Ligue des droits de l'homme, no. 9, Janvier/Février, 
2014, 9-10. 

Glaser, Andreas: Anmerkung zum Urteil des Bundesgerichts vom 12. Juli 2013 - 2C_807/2012 - 
Rumantsch Grischun, Schweizerisches Zentralblatt für Staats- und Verwaltungsrecht, 115/1, 2014, 43-
46. 

Glaser, Andreas: Die Beilegung des Jurakonflikts – Ein Modell für direktdemokratische Sezession in 
Europa? Schweizerisches Zentralblatt für Staats- und Verwaltungsrecht 115/9, 2014, 463-486. 

Glaser, Andreas: Direktdemokratisch legitimierte Grundrechtseinschränkungen: Kantonales, 
bundesstaatliches und internationales Recht im Zusammenspiel. Aktuelle Juristische Praxis, 23/1, 
2014, 60-76. 

Glaser, Andreas: Zwingendes Völkerrecht: Wer hat die Deutungshoheit? Schweizerisches 
Zentralblatt für Staats- und Verwaltungsrecht, 115/4, 2014, 203-206. 

Glaser, Andreas: Der Sprachenstatus von Gemeinden nach einer Fusion – Albula/Alvra und Surses, 
ZGRG 2014, 246 - 251. 

Langer, Lorenz: Geschichtliche und gerichtliche Beurteilung eines Genozids: Europäischer 
Gerichtshof für Menschenrechte, Perinçek c. Suisse, Beschwerde Nr. 27510/08, 17. Dezember 2013, 
Aktuelle Juristische Praxis 17(9), 2014, 1240-1246. 

Langer, Lorenz: Staatliche Nutzung von Social Media-Plattformen, Aktuelle Juristische Praxis 17(7), 
2014, 946-959. 

Sperisen, Vera: Die dunklen Seiten des "weissen Goldes". Über die Risiken und Nebenwirkungen der 
Baumwollproduktion, POLIS. Magazin für Politische Bildung, 8, S. 14-16. 

Book chapters 
Bisaz, Corsin: Minority Protection and the Neglected Importance of Authority: A Fundamental 
Challenge from Group Rights, in: Thürer, Daniel (ed.) International Protection of Minorities – 
Challenges in Practice and Doctrine, convivenza, vol. 3, Schulthess, Zurich, Basel, Geneva, 2014, 
237-257. 

Breuer, Anita & Welp, Yanina: Digital Trends in Latin American Politics (1990-2012), in: Breuer, 
Anita & Welp, Yanina (eds.): Digital Technologies for Democratic Governance in Latin America: 
Opportunities and Risks, Routledge, 2014, 1-16. 

Danero Iglesias, Julien; Nenad Stojanovic and Sharon Weinblum (2014). "Introduction: recurrent 
processes in different contexts". In J. Danero Iglesias, N. Stojanovic and S. Weinblum (eds.), New 
Nation-States and National Minorities. Essex: ECPR Press, pp. 1-10. [2nd edition (paperback)]. 

Demantowsky, Marko & Waldis, Monika (2014): Wirksamer Fachunterricht. Visible Learning in 
geschichtsdidaktischer Perspektive. In: Ewald Terhart, Die Hattie-Studie in der Diskussion. Probleme 
sichtbar machen, Seelze: Klett/Kallmeyer, S. 101–116. 

Forowicz, Magdalena: International Constitutional Law: The Case of Switzerland, in: Mezzetti, Luca 
(ed.) International Constitutional Law, G. Giappichelli Editore, 2014, 214-230. 

Freitag, Markus & Gundelach, Birte (2014): "Das Gute liegt so nah." Familie, Freunde, Kollegen und 
die Nachbarschaft als soziales Kapital der Schweiz. In M. Freitag (ed.): Das soziale Kapital der 
Schweiz. Zürich: Verlag Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 213-237. 
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Germann, Micha, Conradin, Flurin, Wellig, Christoph & Serdült, Uwe: Five Years of Internet 
Voting for Swiss Expatriates, in: Peter Parycek, and Noella Edelmann (eds.), CeDEM 14: Conference 
for E-Democracy and Open Government, Danube University Krems, 2014, 127-140. 

Kübler, Daniel und B. Bijl-Schwab: Politik und Demokratie in der Agglomeration, in R. Steiner, A. 
Ladner und P. Reist (eds.): Reformen in Kantonen und Gemeinden, Bern: Haupt, 2014, 111-132. 

Kübler, Daniel: Die Ver(vor)städterung des Politischen – Neue Gräben im Stadtland Schweiz, in: T. 
Hengartner und A. Schindler (eds.): Wachstumsschmerzen. Gesellschaftliche Herausforderungen der 
Stadtentwicklung und ihre Bedeutung für Zürich, Zurich: Seismo, 2014, 273-294. 

Kübler, Daniel: Agglomerationen, in: P. Knoepfel, Y. Papadopoulos, P. Sciarini, A. Vatter und S. 
Häusermann (eds.): Handbuch der Schweizer Politik / Manuel de la politique suisse, Zürich: NZZ 
Libro (5. völlig überarbeitete und erweiterte Auflage), 2014, 307-334. 

Kuhn, Konrad & Ziegler, Béatrice: Eine vergessene Zeit? Zur geschichtskulturellen Präsenz des 
Ersten Weltkrieges in der Schweiz. In: Rossfeld, Roman, Buomberger, Thomas & Kury, Patrick 
(eds.): 14/18.– Die Schweiz und der Grosse Krieg. Baden: Hier+jetzt, 2014, 366-387. 

Langer, Lorenz: Die Europäische Bürgerinitiative: Partizipativer Placebo oder direkt-demokratischer 
Keimling? In: Kübler, Daniel, Stojanovic, Nenad: Demokratie in der Europäischen Union, Schriften 
zur Demokratieforschung 9, Schulthess, Zurich, 2014, 141-162. 

Lissidini, Alicia; Welp, Yanina and Zovatto, Daniel: Prefacio. La política en movimiento. In: ibid. 
Democracias en movimiento: Mecanismos de democracia directa y participativa en América Latina. 
México: UNAM, 2014, 1-11. 

Lötscher, Alexander: Der Klassenrat – Ritualisierte Demokratie in der öffentlichen Schule. In: 
Ziegler, Béatrice (eds.): Vorstellungen, Konzepte und Kompetenzen von Lehrpersonen der politischen 
Bildung. Beiträge zur Tagung "Politische Bildung empirisch 2012". Zurich: Rüegger, 2014, 56-73. 

Mendez, Fernando & Serdült, Uwe: From initial idea to piecemeal implementation: Switzerland’s 
first decade of Internet voting reviewed, in: Zissis, Dimitrios & Lekkas, Dimitrios: Design, 
Development, and Use of Secure Electronic Voting Systems, IGI Global, Hershey PA, 2014, 115-127. 

Mendez, Fernando & Wheatley, Jonathan: Using VAA-generated Data for Mapping Party 
Supporters in the Ideological Space, in: Garcia, Diego & Marschall, Stefan, Matching Voters with 
Parties and Candidates: Voting Advice Applications in a Comparative Perspective, ECPR Press, 
Colchester, 2014, 161-174. 

Mendez, Fernando, Gemenis, Kostas & Djouvas, Constantinos: Methodological Challenges in the 
Analysis of Voting Advice Application Generated Data, Proceedings of the Semantic and Social 
Media Adaptation and Personalization (SMAP) 2014, 9th International Workshop, IEEE, 2014, 142-
148. 

Mendez, Fernando: Dilemmas of European integration: Beyond the Lisbon constitutional settlement, 
in: Kübler, Daniel & Stojanović, Nenad (eds.), Democracy in the European Union. A Contribution 
from the Swiss Perspective, Schriften zur Demokratieforschung, Schultess, Zurich, 2014, 111-128. 

Mendez, Fernando: What’s behind a matching algorithm: A critical assessment of how VAAs 
produce voting recommendations, in: Garzia, Diego & Marschall, Stefan (eds.), Matching Voters with 
Parties and Candidates, ECPR Press, Colchester, 2014, 49-66. 

Serdült, Uwe: Referendums in Switzerland, in: Qvortrup, Matt (ed.), Referendums Around the World: 
The Continued Growth of Direct Democracy, Palgrave Macmillan, Basingstoke, 2014, 65-121. 

Serdült, Uwe: Una institución durmiente – historia, normas legales y prácticas de la revocatoria en 
Suiza, in: Welp, Yanina & Serdült, Uwe, La dosis hace el veneno: Análisis de la revocatoria del 
mandato en Suiza, Estados Unidos y América Latina, Ciencia y Democracia, Instituto para la 
Democracia del CNE, 2014, 225-246. 

Sperisen, Vera: Autonom oder mit dem Strom? Die Internationalisierung der Schweizerischen 
Bildungspolitik, In: Stojanovic, Nenad & Kübler, Daniel: Demokratie in der Europäischen Union. Ein 
Schweizer Beitrag zur Debatte. Zürich: Schulthess, 2014, 165-180. 
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Staub, Fritz, Waldis, Monika, Futter, Kathrin & Schatzmann, Sina: Unterrichtsbesprechungen als 
Lerngelegenheiten im Praktikum. In: Karl-Heinz Arnold, Alexander Gröschner, Tina Hascher, 
Schulpraktika in der Lehrerbildung: Theoretische Grundlagen, Konzeptionen, Prozesse und Effekte. 
Münster: Waxmann, 2014, 287–309. 

Thürer, Daniel & Bisaz, Corsin: International Minority Protection: Cases, Laws, and Principles, in: 
Thürer, Daniel, International Protection of Minorities – Challenges in Practice and Doctrine, 
convivenza vol. 3, Schulthess, Zurich, Basel, Geneva, 2014, 145-177. 

Triga, Vasiliki, Mendez, Fernando & Manavopoulos, Vasilis: Comparing Online and Offline Modes 
of Survey Administration: VAA Versus Traditional Survey Administration, Proceedings of the 
Semantic and Social Media Adaptation and Personalization (SMAP) 2014 9th International Workshop, 
IEEE, 2014, 130-135. 

Tsapatsoulis, Nicolas & Mendez, Fernando: Social Vote Recommendation: Building Party Models 
Using the Probability to Vote Feedback of VAA Users, Proceedings of the Semantic and Social Media 
Adaptation and Personalization (SMAP) 2014, 9th International Workshop, IEEE, 2014, 124-129. 

Welp, Yanina & Marzuca, Alejandra: South American Politics in the Information Age. A Study of 
Political Parties and MPs on the net in Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay, in: Digital Technologies for 
Democratic Governance in Latin America: Opportunities and Risks. Breuer and Welp (eds.). Routledge, 
2014, 88-108. 

Welp, Yanina: La revocatoria del mandato en la encrucijada, in: Fernando Tuesta Soldevilla (Ed), Una 
Onda Expansiva: Las revocatorias en el Perú y América Latina. Lima: JNE, 2014, 23-43. 

Welp, Yanina: De venenos y fármacos: La regulación y prácticas de la revocatoria del mandato en Suiza 
y las américas”, in: Welp, Yanina und Uwe Serdült (eds.), La dosis hace el veneno: la revocatoria del 
mandato en Suiza, Estados Unidos y América Latina. “Serie Ciencia y Democracia”. Instituto para la 
Democracia del CNE, Quito, 2014, 247-266. 

Welp, Yanina & Serdült, Uwe: Cuando es peor el remedio que la enfermedad. Análisis de la 
revocatoria del mandato en los municipios de los países andinos, in: Lissidini, Alicia, Welp, Yanina & 
Zovatto, Daniel (eds.), Democracias en movimiento : mecanismos de democracia directa y 
participativa en América Latina, Doctrina Jurídica 705, Instituto de Investigaciones Jurídicas, UNAM, 
México, 2014, 107-129. 

Wheatley, Jonathan: Préface, in: Loada, Augustin & Wheatley, Jonathan (eds.), Transitions 
démocratiques en Afrique de l’Ouest: Processus constitutionnels, société civile et institutions 
démocratiques, L’Harmattan, Paris 2014, 7-12. 

Ziegler, Béatrice: Politische Bildung in der Schweiz. In: Handbuch politische Bildung. (Hrsg.) 
Wolfgang Sander. Schwalbach / Ts.: Wochenschau, 4. überarb. Aufl., 2014, 552-559. 

Ziegler, Béatrice: "Europäisches Bewusstsein" und Partizipation: Europäische Bildungsprogramme 
und der Deutschschweizer Lehrplan. In: Stojanovic, Nenad & Kübler, Daniel (eds.): Demokratie in 
der Europäischen Union. Ein Schweizer Beitrag zur Debatte. Zurich: Schulthess, 2014, 181-201. 

Ziegler, Béatrice: Heinrich Zschokke – ein liberaler Vertreter des Geschlechterdualismus. In: 
Braunschweig, Sabine (ed.): "Als habe es die Frauen nicht gegeben." Beiträge zur Frauen- und 
Geschlechtergeschichte. Zürich: Chronos, 2014, 63-75. 

Ziegler, Béatrice: Hierarchisierungen in der Grenzbesetzung. Zivilgesellschaft und Armee im Film 
"Gilberte de Courgenay". In: Kuhn, Konrad J. & Ziegler, Béatrice (Hrsg.) (2014): Der vergessene 
Krieg. Spuren und Traditionen zur Schweiz im Ersten Weltkrieg. Baden: Hier+jetzt, 2014, 247-265. 

Ziegler, Béatrice: "Erinnert euch!" – Geschichte als Erinnerung und die Wissenschaft. In: Gautschi, 
Peter & Sommer Häller, Barbara (Hrsg.): Der Beitrag von Schulen und Hochschulen zu 
Erinnerungskulturen. Schwalbach / Ts.: Wochenschau, 2014, 69-89. 
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Conference papers 
Aubert, Nicolas. Early practice and changing nature of the referendum on territorial-related 
sovereignty issues, 1776-1914. Paper presented at XXth Annual Forum of Young Legal Historians, 
University of Cambridge, 2–5 April 2014, Cambridge. 

Berens, Sarah & Saskia P. Ruth. Bad Bargains: Does vote-buying hinder progressive social policy in 
Latin America? ECPR Joint Sessions of Workshops, Salamanca, 11–15 April 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel & Karima S. Bousbah. Competitive Consensus: What Comes After 
Consociationalism in Switzerland? Konferenz: "Disenchanted Swiss Democracy", Zurich, 23–24 
January 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel. Wettbewerb dank Listenverbindungen. Roundtable: "Das Wahlrecht in der Schweiz 
im Umbruch", Bern, 30 January 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel. Demokratiebarometer. DEZA, Bern, 30 April 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel. Konkordanzoligarchien. University of Basel, Faculty of Philosophy, 4 June 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel. Mind the evil uncle: how kin states alienate ethnic groups from their home 
countries. CEEISA Annual Conference, Cluj, 12–14 June 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel, Adis Merdžanović & Davor Petrić. Enforced cooperation. A model of international 
intervention in divided polities. CEEISA Annual Conference, Cluj, 12–14 June 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel & Miriam Hänni. Where you should not govern in times of economic crisis. 
Retrospective voting in established and new democracies. ECPR Generalkongress, Glasgow, 3–6 
September 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel. Mind the evil uncle: how kin states alienate ethnic groups from their home 
countries. Workshop: "The politics of identity adoption and change", IBEI, Barcelona, 13 October 
2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel. Demokratisierung - sind ethnische Konflikte unausweichlich? Ringvorlesung: 
"Mittel- und Osteuropa 25 Jahre nach dem Mauerfall", Volkshochschule Zurich, 12 November 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel. Getting the constituencies right: When are mixed-member electoral systems 
proportional? Konferenz: "Determinants and Consequences of Preference Voting", Sapienza 
University of Rome, 17 November 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel und Miriam Hänni. Converting the crisis into political capital: Voting for 
oppositions and outsiders in established and in new democracies. NCCR Annual Conference, Thun, 
20–21 November 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel. Consociational Oligarchies. University of St. Gallen, School of Economics and 
Political Science, 21 November 2014.  

Bousbah, Karima S. Young Citizens' (Un-)Equal Participation. Does Descriptive Representation 
Matter? SPSA Annual Conference, Bern, 30–31 January 2014. 

Bousbah, Karima S. Young Citizens' (Un-)Equal Participation. Does Descriptive Representation 
Matter? MPSA Annual Conference, Chicago, 2–6 April 2014. 

Bousbah, Karima S. To vote or to protest? Young Citizens' Unequal Participation and Descriptive 
Representation. ECPR General Conference, Glasgow, 3–6 September 2014. 

Buser, Patricia. Public Participation in Swiss School Governance. Empowerment or Pseudo-
Participation?, ECPR Joint Sessions Conference, Salamanca, 10–14 April 2014. 

Buser, Patricia & Jasmin Näpfli. Traditionen und Zukünfte der Bürgerbeteiligung in der School 
Governance, DGfE Conference, Berlin, 9–12 March 2014. 

Buser, Patricia. Wandel der Laienpartizipation in der School Governance. Die Macht von Ideen bei 
der Einführung von Elternräten in der Zürcher Volksschule, SVPW Annual Conference, Bern, 30–31 
January 2014. 
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Dlabac, Oliver. Assessing Democratic Urban Governance: Towards a Comparative Framework. 
Paper presented at “Swiss Political Science Association Congress”, Bern, 30–31 January 2014. 

Dlabac, Oliver. Assessing Liberal and Radical Democracy and its Political Support. A Comparative 
Analysis at the Subnational Level of the Swiss Cantons. Paper presented at the workshop “Effective 
and democratic? Assessing the input and output legitimacy of democratization”, organised by UZH, 
Centre for Comparative and International Studies (CIS) and Centre for Democracy Studies, Aarau, 
Zurich and Aarau, March 6–7 2014. 

Dlabac, Oliver. The Democratic Foundations of the Just City: Towards a Comparative Framework. 
Paper presented at the “Conference City Futures III” of the Urban Affairs Association and the 
European Urban Research Association, Paris, 17–20 June 2014. 

Djouvas, C., Gemenis, K & Mendez, F. Weeding out the Rogues: How to Identify them and Why it 
Matters for VAA-Generated Datasets. Paper presented at the ECPR General Conference, Glasgow, 3–
6 September 2014. 

Germann, Micha & Fernando Mendez. "Contested Sovereignty: Mapping Referendums on the 
Reallocation of Sovereign Authority over Time and Space." Paper presented at the ECPR General 
Conference, Glasgow, 3–6 September 2014. 

Germann, Micha & Kostas Gemenis. "Online gimmick or participation promoting tool? Smartvote 
and its effect on electoral turnout." Paper presented at the ECPR General Conference, Glasgow, 3–6 
September 2014. 

Giudici, Anja & Sandra Grizelj. Sprachenpolitik und Fremdsprachenunterricht in den Volksschulen 
der Deutschschweiz seit 1830. Conference: Forschung und Entwicklung für die Primarstufe of the 
PHFHNW, Brugg, 5 April 2014. 

Giudici, Anja, Karin Manz, Stefan Müller & Lucien Criblez. Lernzielorientierung avant la lettre. 
SGBF Conference, Luzern, 24 June 2014. 

Giudici, Anja & Karin Manz. Swiss Neutrality? Impact of war on language education in a 
multicultural country. ISCHE Conference, London, 24 July 2014. 

Giudici, Anja & Giorgia Masoni. Construction of school knowledge in a federal and multilingual 
system: Is Switzerland a historical example for the European Union? Presented at ECER Conference: 
"The Past, Present and Future of Educational Research in Europe", EERA, Porto, 9 September 2014. 

Glaser, Andreas. Il dretg constituziunal sco punct da partenza – il principi territorial encunter la 
libertad da lungatg?, presented at "Rätoromanische Sprache und direkte Demokratie", Chur, 11 April 
2014. 
Glaser, Andreas. Finanzwirksamkeit direktdemokratischer Entscheide, presented at a meeting on 
democracy with Bundesland Rheinland-Pfalz, Aarau, 5 June 2014. 
Glaser, Andreas. Umsetzung und Durchführung des Rechts der Bilateralen Verträge in der Schweiz: 
Institutionen und Verfahren, presented at "Die (Verfassungs-)Dynamik der europäischen Integration 
und demokratische Partizipation: Erfahrungen und Perspektiven in Österreich und der Schweiz", 31 
October 2014, UZH. 
Glaser, Andreas. Mindeststandards und Verfahrensgrundsätze im Verwaltungsverfahren unter 
europäischem Einfluss, presented at "Mindeststandards im europäischen Zivilprozessrecht: 
Grundvoraussetzung für gegenseitiges Vertrauen", 14 November 2014, European Business School 
Wiesbaden. 

Gundelach, Birte & Anita Manatschal. Ethnic Diversity, Social Trust and the Moderating Role of 
Integration Policy. APSA Annual Conference, Washington, 28–31 August 2014. 

Hänni, Miriam. Policy Preferences and Ethnic Identity: Different Priorities or invented differences? 
SPSA Annual Conference, Bern, 30–31 January 2014. 

Hänni, Miriam. Analysing the specific support of ethnic minorities – The effect of perceived policy 
responsiveness on the specific support of ethnic minority groups in 11 countries. CEEISA Annual 
Conference, Cluj, 12–14 June 2014. 

  36 



Annual Report ZDA 2014 

Hänni, Miriam. Why they lack support: The effect of perceived policy responsiveness on the political 
support of ethnic minorities in 14 heterogeneous European countries. IPSA Conference, Montréal, 
19–24 July 2014. 

Heyne, Lea. Which kind of democracy do citizens want? Explaining individual expectations from 
democracy. EPSA Conference, Edinburgh, 19–21 June 2014. 

Heyne, Lea. Which kind of democracy do citizens want? Explaining individual expectations from 
democracy. ECPR Graduate Student Conference, Innsbruck, 3–5 July 2014. 

Heyne, Lea & Arndt Leininger. How representative are referendums? Workshop: "4th 
DemocracyNet", Zurich, 19–20 September 2014. 

Kübler, Daniel, Ott S. & A. Christmann. Electoral Pressure or Deficit Compensation? Online 
Political Communication by Public Agencies in Western European City-regions. Paper presented at 
the international conference “Smart city: new media, social participation and urban governance”, 
Shanghai University, Shanghai, 5–7 June 2014. 

Kübler, Daniel. Citizenship in the Fragmented Metropolis: An Individual-level Analysis from 
Switzerland. Paper presented at the "City Futures III” Conference of the Urban Affairs Association 
and European Urban Research Association, Paris, 17–20 June 2014. 

Kübler, Daniel & Philippe Rochat. Metropolitan Governance and Territorial Inequalities. An 
Assessment of the Social Stratification and Government Inequality Thesis in Switzerland. Paper 
presented at the “City Futures III” Conference of the Urban Affairs Association and European Urban 
Research Association, Paris, 17–20 June 2014. 

Kübler, Daniel & C. Goodman. Media Markets and Municipal Politics: How Territorial Congruence 
Increases Political Participation at the Local Level. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Political Science Association, Washington D.C., 28–31 August 2014.  

Manz, Karin, Anja Giudici & Stefan Müller. Zur Transformation schulischen Wissens seit 1830: Die 
Lehrpläne in der deutschsprachigen Schweiz im Wandel. DGfE Conference, Berlin, 11 March 2014. 

Mendez, Fernando, Serdült, Uwe & Wheatley, Jonathan. The Growth of ICTs in Government and 
Democratic Practice: A Critical Overview. Paper presented at Smart City: New Media, Social 
Participation and Urban Governance International Workshop, Shanghai, China, June 5–7 2014. 

Mendez, F. Modelling proximity and directional logic in VAAs. Paper presented at the ECPR General 
Conference, Glasgow, 3–6 September 2014. 

Mendez, F. The EU’s direct democratic dilemma: Causes and Consequences. Paper presented at 
session on "Europe in Flux: Secessionism, Ideological Polarisation, And the Emerging Institutional 
Design of the EU". 3rd Annual Greek Public Policy Forum, Chania, 26–27 September 2014. 

Mendez, Fernando & Micha Germann. Self-determination over time and space: Europe in context. 
Paper presented at the International conference on Self-Determination in Europe. University of Bern, 
9–11 October 2014. 

Mendez, F., K Gemenis & C. Djouvas. Methodological challenges in the analysis of Voting Advice 
Application generated data. Paper presented at SMAP, 9th Intenational Workshop on Social Media 
Adaptation and Personalisation, Corfu, Greece, 6–7 November 2014. 

Ruth, Saskia P. & Daniel Bochsler. Socio-economic Prerequisites and Sequences of 
Democratisation. ECPR Joint Sessions, Salamanca, 11–15 April 2014. 

Ruth, Saskia P. & Daniel Bochsler. Socio-economic Requisites, Democratic Sequences, and 
Democratization from a Disaggregated Perspective. LASA Conference, Chicago, 21–24 May 2014. 

Ruth, Saskia P. & Yanina Welp. How participative are Latin American populists in public office? 
ECPR General Conference, Glasgow, 3–6 September 2014. 

Ruth, Saskia P. & Yanina Welp. Latin America's direct democracy: More responsiveness or a new 
tool for populism? RedGob Annual Conference, Aarau, 11–12 December 2014. 
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Sahlfeld, Wolfgang & Anja Giudici. Les langues dans les plans d’études: Graubünden, Valais, 
Ticino. APEPS Annual Conference, Brig, 21 November 2014. 

Stojanović, Nenad & Anja Giudici. Electoral discrimination in multilingual societies and possible 
institutional remedies. IPSA Conference, Montréal, 19–24 July 2014. 

Stojanovic, Nenad. Un gouvernement et un parlement à l’image de la population, "Séminaire sur les 
politiques anti-discriminatoires", CERI Sciences-Po, Paris, 5 February 2014. 

Stojanovic, Nenad. Quotas sexuels, ethniques et linguistiques: même principes, même combat ?, 
"Midi de l’éthique", UC Louvain, Louvain-la-Neuve, 4 March 2014. 

Stojanovic, Nenad. Les quotas au sécours de la démocratie?, University of Saint-Louis, Brussels, 5 
March 2014. 

Stojanovic, Nenad. The Bosnian Prisoner’s Dilemma: An Analysis of the 1990 Elections, 
"Conference of the Association for the Study of Nationalities", Budapest, 13 June 2014. 

Stojanovic, Nenad. Electoral Systems and Political Participation of Minority Groups, "Summer 
School on Human Rights, Minorities and Diversity Management", European Academy, 
Bolzano/Bozen, 27 June 2014. 

Stojanovic, Nenad. Electoral Discrimination in Multilingual Societies and Possible Institutional 
Remedies, 23rd IPSA World Congress of Political Science, Montreal, 21 July 2014. 

Stojanovic, Nenad. Ethnic Quotas and the Problems of "Others" in Consociational Regimes, 23rd 
IPSA World Congress of Political Science, Montreal, 22 July 2014. 

Triga, V., F. Mendez & V. Manavopoulos. Comparing online and offline modes of survey 
administration: VAA versus traditional survey administration. Paper presented at SMAP, 9th 
International Workshop on Social Media Adaptation and Personalisation, Corfu, Greece, 6–7 
November 2014. 

Tsapatsoulis, N. & F. Mendez. Social vote recommendation: Building party models using the 
probability to vote. Paper presented at SMAP, 9th International Workshop on Social Media Adaptation 
and Personalisation, Corfu, Greece, 6–7 November 2014. 

Wheatley, Jonathan & Micha Germann. "Adjusting for Sample Bias in VAA Datasets: Can It Be 
Done and Does It Matter." Paper presented at the ECPR General Conference, Glasgow, 3–6 
September 2014. 

Wheatley, Jonathan. "Direct Democracy" without Citizens' Participation: The Strategic Use of the 
Referendum in Ukraine. Paper presented at the International Conference on Direct Democracy in 
Central and Eastern Europe, Andrássy Gyula German-Speaking University and Pázmány Péter 
Catholic University, 26 September 2014. 

Wheatley, Jonathan. Exploiting VAA-Generated Data to Identify Policy Dimensions: The Case of 
England. Paper presented at the 9th International Workshop on Semantic and Social Media Adaptation 
and Personalisation, Corfu, Greece, 6–7 November 2014. 

Prizes and honours 
Langer, Lorenz. Professor Walther Hug Preis 2014 for his dissertation on the Institute of Law UZH 
"Law, Religious Offence and Human Rights. Defamation of Religions and the Rationales of Speech 
Regulation". 
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Varia 2014 
"S’occupar cun democrazia – sco politolog e giurist. In scienzià rumantsch lavura en il Center per 
democrazia ad Aarau", (Portrait on Corsin Bisaz, written by Claudia Cadruvi, Agentura da Novitads 
Rumantschas), La Quotidiana, 11 August 2014, 18:152, 1–2. 

Bousbah, Karima S.: Young Citizens' (Un-)Equal Participation. Do the Education, Labour Market 
and Welfare System Contexts Matter? NCCR Democracy Working Paper, No. 64. 

Glaser, Andreas: Buchbesprechung: Bull, Hans Peter, Netzpolitik: Freiheit und Rechtsschutz im 
Internet (Baden-Baden 2013). Die Verwaltung: Zeitschrift für Verwaltungsrecht und 
Verwaltungswissenschaften, 47/1, 2014, 156-158. 

Forowicz, Magdalena: Briefliche Abstimmung versus e-Voting - Anforderungen bezüglich 
Transparenz und Verfahren. Centre for Democracy Aarau (ZDA) at the UZH.  

Hänni, Miriam: Going beyond descriptive representation. Analysing the effect of policy 
responsiveness on ethnic conflict in electoral democracies. NCCR Democracy Working Paper, No. 65. 

Langer, Lorenz: Review: Walter Haller, Alfred Kölz, Thomas Gächter: Allgemeines Staatsrecht, 5. 
Auflage, Schweizerisches Zentralblatt für Staats- und Verwaltungsrecht 115 (29014), 572-576. 

Langer, Lorenz: Un agenda cache contre les judiciaire, Amnesty : Le magazine des droits de 
l’homme, Nr. 77, 2014, 18-19. 

Langer, Lorenz: Versteckter Angriff auf die Justiz? Amnesty: Magazin der Menschenrechte, Nr. 78, 
2014, 20-21. 

L. Plüss & Daniel Kübler: Heilversuche: Eine Analyse der Akteure und ihrer Koalitionen. Bericht 
zuhanden des Bundesamtes für Gesundheit, Zurich: Institute for Political Science (Zürcher Politik- & 
Evaluationsstudien, Nr. 11). 

Okamoto, Mitsuhiko; Ganz, Nils; Serdült, Uwe: Direct Democracy in Japan, C2D Working Paper 
Series, 47, 2014. 

Portenier, Alicia; Germann, Micha & Serdült, Uwe: Sozio-ökonomische Zusammensetzung der E-
Voter. Centre for Democracy Aarau (ZDA) at the UZH. 

Serdült, Uwe: Demokratie ist nie ein Selbstläufer (Interview), – Die Mieterzeitschrift, extra – Wohnen 
& mitbestimmen, April 2014, 12-13. 

Serdült, Uwe: Überraschend hohe Beteiligung (Interview), – md magazine Nr. 99, Doppelheft, April 
2014, 24-25. 

J. Wenger, M. Surber, N. Lanzi, F. Gantenbein & Daniel Kübler. Politikfeldanalyse Sucht: 
Advocacy-Koalitionen in der Schweizer Alkohol-, Tabak- und Drogenpolitik, Zurich: Institute for 
Political Science (Zürcher Politik- & Evaluationsstudien, Nr. 12). 

Newspaper articles 2014 
Aubert, Nicolas: La voie référendaire, une solution pour l’Ukraine, mais sous conditions (title of 
online version) / Un référendum dans l’est du pays, d’accord, mais pas unilatéral (title of print 
version), Le Temps, 6 May 2014, 12. 

Bisaz, Corsin: Tgi po trair decisiuns democraticas davart il rumantsch?, La Quotidiana, 20 August 
2014, 18:159, 2. 

Bisaz, Corsin & Uwe Serdült: Grenzverschiebung per Volksabstimmung, 30 March 2014, Schweiz 
am Sonntag, Nr. 13, S. 15 

Bochsler, Daniel: Vorbilddemokratie im Kanton Bern, Der Bund, 17 January 2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel: Das Schweizer Initiativrecht ist eine Fehlkonstruktion, NZZ am Sonntag, 2 March 
2014. 

Bochsler, Daniel: Corrigeons notre système politique, Le Temps, 11 March 2014. 
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Bochsler, Daniel: Drei Gründe für eine grosse Territorialreform, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 30 October 
2014, 23. 

Criblez, Lucien, Giudici, Anja & Imlig, Flavian. Für eine Mässigung in der Fremdsprachenfrage, 
Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 28 October 2014, 19. 

Glaser, Andreas: Wenn die Demokratie Sprachen bedroht, Schweiz am Sonntag, 16 March 2014. 

Kübler, Daniel: Die Gemeinde - immer noch eine Schule der Demokratie?, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 27 
March 2014. 

Kübler, Daniel: Das wird kein Sonntagsspaziergang für die Linke in der Agglo, Neue Zürcher Zeitung 
am Sonntag, 6 July 2014. 

Kübler, Daniel: Ver(vor)städterung des Politischen, Stadtblick, Nr. 30: 18-20. 

Langer, Lorenz: Chronik eines angekündigten Protests, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 7 October 2014, 21. 

Serdült, Uwe: E-Voting: Chancen und Gefahren für die Schweizer Demokratie, Aargauer Zeitung, 16 
October 2014, 25. 

Stojanović, Nenad: Quotidiano: due pesi e due misure, laRegione, 14 March 2014, 1, 34. 

Stojanović, Nenad: Razzismo e quella forza civilizzatrice dell’ipocrisia, Il Caffé, 23 March 2014, 1, 
31. 

Stojanović, Nenad: Quotas de femmes en politique: une invention récente, Le Soir, 7 March 2014, 20 
and Le Temps, 27 March 2014, 11. 

Stojanović, Nenad: Il coraggio di essere europei, Corriere del Ticino, 15 May 2014, 36. 

Stojanović, Nenad: Das Stimmvolk soll den Sprachenstreit klären, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 26 
September 2014, 21. 

Stojanović, Nenad: Asilo, Il Caffé, 28 September 2014, 35. 

VIII. Expert Reports/Evaluations 

Andreas Auer and Corsin Bisaz. Comments on the draft National Program on "Fiscal 
Decentralization through Direct Democracy and Civic Engagement". Legal opinion of 
14 July 2014 (requested by the Government of Mongolia; on behalf of DEZA). 

Andreas Auer and Corsin Bisaz. Too much democracy might endanger democracy: A short 
comment on the Draft Law on Citizen Participation 2014. Legal opinion of 28 October 2014 
(requested by the Government of Mongolia; on behalf of DEZA). 

Corsin Bisaz and Uwe Serdült. Best Practice Report on Swiss Direct Democracy. Report of 
14 April 2014 (as part of the Bulgarian-Swiss Cooperation Project). 

Corsin Bisaz and Andreas Glaser. Assessment of the Law of Mongolia on deciding petitions 
and complaints filed by citizens to state bodies and officials. Legal opinion of 2 May 2014 
(requested by the President of the Parliamentary Petitions Commision of Mongolia; on behalf 
of DEZA). 

Corsin Bisaz and Andreas Glaser. Critical Appraisal of the Draft Referendum Law of 
Mongolia. Legal opinion of  11 March 2014 (requested by the Government of Mongolia; on 
behalf of DEZA). 

Daniel Bochsler. Verhältniswahl mit regionaler Sitzgarantie für den Walliser Staatsrat, 
Report of November 2014 (requested by the Parliamentary Commission 21 of the Parliament 
of Canton Valais). 
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Renata Coray, Emilienne Kobelt, Roman Zwicky, Alexandre Duchêne and Daniel Kübler. 
Administration fédérale et représentation des communautés linguistiques: Analyse des 
processus et des stratégies de recrutement du personnel. Executive Summary. Fribourg: 
Institute of Multilingualism. 
Micha Germann and Nicolas Aubert. Discussants at the RedGob Annual Conference: New 
Experiments of Direct Democracy: Consequences for Governability and Development. Panel 
on 'Referendums on Self-determination'. 

Micha Germann. Discussant at the ECPR Graduate Student Conference, Innsbruck, 3–5 July 
2014. 

Magdalena Forowicz. A book review for Cambridge University Press (June) and Intersentia 
(October) respectively. 

Uwe Serdült. Article reviews for Policy & Internet journal; programme committee member 
and reviewer of two articles for IICST conference; programme committee member and 
reviewer of three articles for CeDem 2014 conference; programme committee member and 
reviewer of three articles for EVOTE14 conference; evaluator of one research application at 
Pontifica Universidad Católica del Peru. 

Uwe Serdült. Advisor for ScoopIt 2.0 Project – an interdisciplinary project for the promotion 
of youth political participation, HTW Chur and the Federation of Swiss Youth Parliaments. 

Uwe Serdült. Thesis opinion for Ero Liivik, "Direct Democracy and its Indirect 
Neutralization in Legal System: Discourses on Implementation of Direct Democracy in the 
Estonian Parliament" (Riigikogu). Institute of Social Studies, University of Tartu, Estonia. 

Jonathan Wheatley. Member of the scientific advisory council for Academic Swiss 
Caucasus Net (ASCN), University of Fribourg. Appraisal of project proposals from Georgia 
and Armenia on 2 July 2014. 

Fernando Mendez. Panel chair "The Methodological Challenges of Designing Cross-
National Voting Advice Applications”, Voting Advice Applications and Elections in Europe 
section. ECPR General Conference, September 2014, Glasgow; Panel chair “Patriotism, 
Identity and Autonomy" Open Section. ECPR General Conference, September 2014, 
Glasgow; Panel chair "Referendums on Self-determination" session at the RedGob 
Conference on New Experiments of Direct Democracy - consequences for governability and 
development, Aarau, 12–3 December 2014. 
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IX. International Collaboration 

Europe: 
− Institut für Europarecht und Völkerrecht, Institut für Öffentliches Recht, Staats- und 

Verwaltungslehre, Leopold-Franzens-Universität Innsbruck (Prof. Werner Schroeder, 
Prof. Karl Weber, Prof. Andreas Th. Müller) 

− Karl-Franzens-Universität Graz, Österreich (Prof. Klaus Poier) 
− Leibniz Institut für Wissensmedien Tübingen (Prof. Dr. Stefan Schwan) 
− Leibniz Universität Hannover, Institut für Politische Wissenschaft (Prof. Dr. Dirk Lange) 
− Pädagogische Hochschule Karlsruhe (Prof. Dr. Georg Weisseno) 
− Pädagogische Hochschule Salzburg (Prof. Dr. Christoph Kühberger) 
− Universität Augsburg (Prof. Dr. Susanne Popp) 
− Universität Eichstätt, Professur für Theorie und Didaktik der Geschichte (Prof. Dr. 

Waltraud Schreiber) 
− Universität Göttingen (Prof. Dr. Monika Oberle) 
− Universität Hamburg, Professur für Erziehungswissenschaften (Prof. Andreas Körber) 
− Universität Köln (Prof. Dr. Holger Thünemann) 
− Universität Osnabrück (Prof. Dr. Meik Zülsdorf-Kersting) 
− Universität Siegen (Prof. Dr. Bärbel Kuhn) 
− Universität Tübingen (Prof. Dr. Ulrich Trautwein) 
− Universität Wien, Fachdidaktikzentrum Geschichte, Sozialkunde und Politische Bildung 
− Universität zu Köln, Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Hasberg, Historisches Institut, Abt. für Didaktik 

der Geschichte und Geschichte der Europäischen Integration 
− Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin, Prof Dr. Wolfgang Merkel, PD Dr. Bernhard Wessels, 

Heiko Giebler, Dag Tanneberg 

− Cyprus University of Technology (Prof. Nicolas Tsapatsoulis) 
− Glasgow Caledonian University (Dr. S. Karly Kehoe) 
− University of Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona 
− University of Twente, Netherlands (Dr. Kostas Gemenis) 
− Warwick University, Prof. Dr. Tina Freyburg 

− Analitika Sarajevo, Dr. Edin Hodžić 
− Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Prof. Dr. Gabriel Badescu, George Jiglau, et al. 
− Central European University, Prof. Dr. Carsten Schneider, Prof. Dr. Zsolt Enyedi 
− Institute of Political Science, Pedagogical University of Krakow, Poland (Prof. Andrzej 

Piasecki and Dr. Dominika Kasprowicz) 
− Spoleczna Akademia Nauk Lodz (Joanna Szeczecinska MA) 
− Universität Sarajevo, Dr. Damir Kapidžić 
− University of Tartu, Prof. Dr. Rein Taagepera, Anu Raudsepp PhD 
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North America: 
− University of British Columbia, Centre for the Study of Historical Consciousness/Dept. of 

Curriculum and Pedagogy, Prof. Peter Seixas 
− University of California, Irvine, Center for the Study of Democracies, Prof. Dr. Bernard 

Grofman 

South America: 
− Avina Latinoamerica 
− Euro-Latin American Network about Governability for Development (RedGob) 
− Instituto para el Desarrollo Local (IDEL), Universidad Católica del Uruguay 
− Pontifica Universidad Católica del Perú (PUCP) 

Asia: 
− Ritsumeikan University, Japan (Prof. Victor Kryssanov) 
− Tokai University, Japan (Prof. Mitsuhiko Okamoto) 

Africa: 
− Université de Ouagadougou, Burkina Fasò (Prof. Augustin Loada) 
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X. Finance Report/Finance Plan 

Financial Statement 2014 

The financial reporting for the attention of the partners encompasses the detailed annual 
statement per cost centre/department, with budget adjustments and various analysis reports. 
Since 2013 the total sum of all expenses are reported, independent of the method of financing. 
In the gross personnel costs, the share of different sources of financing will be reported 
separately (own resources and third-party funds). As requested by the GM, the third-party 
funds will now also be itemised. 

The most important key data of the annual statement are summarized in the table below: 

 

The quota of third-party funds shows the share of the cost financed by third-party funds. New 
is a differentiation between the shares of research funds gained competitively and 
commissioned research. The third-party funds acquired in the reporting year (averaging 

ZDA TOTAL ACTUAL AMOUNT 2014 by departments

Carryover balance 01.01.2013 (incl. earmarked funds) 192'857 166'996 533'656 0 893'508

EXPENSES Pool c2d ADF PBGD Total
Staff costs
TOTAL STAFF COSTS 140'204 974'090 1'477'653 949'886 3'541'833
third-party funded staff costs 0 377'468 427'136 488'766 1'293'370
financed by basic funding (contribution partners) 140'204 596'622 1'050'517 461'120 2'248'463
Material costs
TOTAL MATERIAL COSTS 358'541 142'560 152'457 127'820 781'377
INTERNAL APPORTIONMENT: ADMINISTRATION COSTS (POOL) -398'567 132'856 132'856 132'856 0
TOTAL EXPENSES 100'178 1'249'505 1'762'966 1'210'561 4'323'210

REVENUES Pool c2d ADF PBGD Total
Own resources (basic provisions)
Contribution Canton AG (incl. administration costs) 0 800'000 0 0 800'000
Contribution City of Aarau (incl. administration costs) 0 0 785'000 0 785'000
Contribution FHNW to the administration costs (Pool) 0 0 0 147'989 147'989
Funding  FHNW (Department PBGD) 0 0 0 668'055 668'055
Funding UZH: assistant position professorship Kübler 0 0 106'267 0 106'267
Funding UZH: project contributions NCCR Democracy + Graduate Campus 0 0 264'433 0 264'433
Allowance director ZDA (2/3 UZH and 1/3 PH FHNW) 20'521 0 0 0 20'521
TOTAL DISPOSABLE FUNDS 20'521 800'000 1'155'699 816'044 2'792'265

Third-party funds (outside financing)
Revenue SNF projects 0 132'839 66'942 123'006 322'787
Revenue overhead SNF 0 0 0 63'955 63'955
Revenue other third-party projects (incl. overhead) 0 340'224 142'137 293'431 775'793
Revenue other (services, donations…) 1'800 28'490 0 8'374 38'664
Renenue third-party projects professorship IPZ 0 0 325'756 0 325'756
TOTAL REVENUES FROM THIRD-PARTY FUNDING 1'800 501'553 534'835 488'766 1'526'954
Third-party funds quota (competitive projects) --- 15% 18% 40% 23%
Third-party funds quota (commissioned projects) --- 25% 12% 0% 12%
Third-party funds quota (total) --- 40% 30% 40% 35%
TOTAL REVENUES 22'321 1'301'553 1'690'534 1'304'810 4'319'218

BALANCE on 31.12.2013 (incl. earmarked funds) 115'000 219'044 461'224 94'249 889'517

Earmarked reserves Pool c2d ADF PBGD Total
Opening balance -1'800 0 0 0 -1'800
Accumulation for additional costs extension Blumenhalde -77'857 0 0 0 -77'857
Accumulation for stipends PhD position 'Democracy Research' 0 0 0 0 0

Invoices/Commitment for the modernization infrastructure UKV (universal 
communications cabling) 398'567 0 0 0 398'567

Break-down for… 0 0 0 0 0
Closing balance 318'910 0 0 0 318'910
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35%) can, in terms of the social sciences and legal academic sectors, be considered to be very 
high. Remarkable is also the share of competitively secured third-party funds with a quota 
of 23% of the total expenditure. 

• The administrative overhead expenses (cost centre "pool") were lower than budgeted 
(approx. CHF 400,000) due to reduced business at the ZDA during construction work for 
the extension from May to November 2014. For the financing of the modernisation of the 
obsolete universal communications cabling (UKV) in the old building, funds set aside in 
2013 were used. 
From 2015, the rent will increase by approx. CHF 45,000 per year, mainly due to the 
completion of the additional office space created by the extension. Investments in 
furnishings and replacement investments for antiquated installations/equipment (locking 
system, office machines and additional capacities) as well as the correspondingly higher 
operating costs (cleaning, electricity) are likewise further costs. For this there are still 
reserves amounting to CHF 115,000. In addition, the post of public relations advisor ZDA 
will be institutionalised and charged to the ‘pool’. The administrative cost contribution of 
the departments/partners will thus likely slightly exceed the cost ceiling of CHF 150,000. 
The relevant budget was approved by the ZDA GM on 3 November 2014. 

• C2d was able to realise its ambitious budget of 40% third-party funding. Non-approved 
competitive project applications were compensated through the acquisition of several 
research projects from public and private institutions. The research projects on e-
democracy (service level agreement with Canton Aargau and other cantonal and national 
partners, duration: 2012–2016) as well as research on the development of democracy in 
Latin America (Avina Foundation; 4-year extension 2014-17) remain important key areas. 
In addition, numerous new project applications were submitted; a 3-year SNF project by 
Andreas Glaser has already been approved (see section II). 
Due to the high level of third-party funding and the efficiency of the long-standing 
research staff, personnel costs were lower than budgeted; it was possible to build up 
financial reserves, which will be helpful in the upcoming restructuring of human resources 
according to the new personnel regulations/strategy. 

• ADF has also financed numerous projects and placements for qualifying positions 
(doctoral candidates, assistants) this year, in part using reserves from the start-up period 
2008–2010. The third-party funding share was 30% in the reporting year (including the 
third-party funded professorship Kübler IPZ), and while lower than in the previous year, is 
still remarkable. 
The department still has financial reserves at its disposal. However a large portion is 
earmarked to finance the PhD position "Demokratieforschung" (stipend 2014–2017) and 
institutionalise the democracy barometer at the ZDA. There are also reserves for the 
infrastructure of additional workplaces in the building’s extension. 

• PBGD has attained a third-party funding quota of 40%. Although this is lower than 
budgeted, it is significantly higher than in previous years. The quota was attained mainly 
with a number of development projects which could be realised this year. 

Additional third-party funds would have resulted in an increase of employment. The lack 
of these funds was therefore directly compensated for by abandoning plans to add 
personnel. 
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Financial planning 
Basic funding by the four partners (based on the articles of the partnership, in CHF):  

City of Aarau 785,000.– ADF 
Canton AG 800,000.– c2d 
UZH 300,000.– Assistant Professorship D. Kübler IPZ/UZH as well as 
  internally generated project assets (NCCR Democracy) 
FHNW 450,000.– Administrative cost contributions 150,000 and 
  internally generated project assets 
Total 2,335,000.– 

In addition, according to targets set in the financial plan, project-related third-party funds are 
to be generated for research projects and services: 

in CHF 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Expected third-party funds. 
Total for all departments 

1,200,000 
(Budget: 
1,615,680) 

1,200,000 1,200,000 1,200,000 1,200,000 

Remark: 
Budgeting of the expected third-party funds from public institutions (in particular SNF, 
federal authorities and the cantonal administration) as well as private organisations 
(foundations, NGOs, private companies and associations) is based on planned or pending 
project applications and/or expected commissions. The actual effected project 
approvals/commissions are very much dependent on external factors (eg. economic situation, 
political developments) and are difficult to assess. 
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